
MAHONING TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING

MINUTES


April 26, 2017


CALL TO ORDER:
Franklin Ruch called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm at the Mahoning Township Building, 2685 Mahoning Drive East, Lehighton, PA 18235

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
PRESENT:

Franklin Ruch, Chairman; John Wieczorek, Vice Chairman; Bruce Steigerwalt, Supervisor; Robert Slaw, Supervisor; Thomas Nanovic, Solicitor and Natalie D. Haggerty, Secretary-Treasurer
ABSENT:

Brian Reeser, Supervisor

PUBLIC COMMENT: None
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
John Wieczorek made a motion to approve the Minutes of the April 12, 2017 Board of Supervisors Meeting.  Seconded by Robert Slaw. John Wieczorek, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Robert Slaw, yes 4-0 vote Motion carried. 
NEW BUSINESS:
Heil Harkness Minor Subdivision 90 Day Time Extension Request

MOTION:  Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to grant Heil Harkness Minor Subdivision 90 Day Time Extension.  Seconded by John Wieczorek. Franklin Ruch, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Robert Slaw, yes 4-0 vote.  Motion carried.   
Zoning Ordinance Grants (Map Grant) 
The Borough of Lehighton on behalf of Mahoning and Franklin Township applied for a $20,000 Grant and $45,000 Map Grant to give $65,000 plus or minus.  These are the funds needed for zoning and SALDO updates.  
MOTION: Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion authorize the chairman to sign contract if required for $45,000 map grant.  Seconded by John Wieczorek.  Franklin Ruch, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Robert Slaw, yes 4-0 vote.  Motion carried. 
Advertising for Recycling Events

MOTION: Franklin Ruch made a motion to advertise Township recycling event, run date of Saturday, June 10, 2017.  Seconded by Bruce Steigerwalt.  Franklin Ruch, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Robert Slaw, yes 4-0 vote.  Motion carried. 

Safety Committee TABLE
Check with PSATS and other municipalities and frequency of meetings. 

CDBG Pre Application 2017

MOTION: Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to use 2016-2017 CDBG monies on Pine and Douglas Streets and extend to Beaver if monies are available.  Seconded by John Wieczorek.  Franklin Ruch, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Robert Slaw, yes 4-0 vote Motion carried. 
OLD BUSINESS: None
CORRESPONDENCE:

John Wieczorek made a motion to accept and place on file the correspondence dated April 26, 2017. Seconded by Bruce Steigerwalt. John Wieczorek, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Robert Slaw, yes. 4-0 vote.  Motion carried. 
***ST PAULS LUTHERAN CHURCH, KATHLEEN BEHLER, SECRETARY

RE:  THANK YOU CARD FOR DONATION IN MEMORY OF ESTHER HARTMAN

***FEMA, EUGENE GRUBER, DIRECTOR

RE: HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN APPROVAL

***PSATS LEGAL DEFENSE PARTNERSHIP SPRING NEWSLETTER

***PSATS NEWS BULLETIN, APRIL 2017

***MEDICO INDUSTRIES

RE:  INVITATION FOR GOVERNMENT DAY DEMONSTRATION SESSIONS 

***MICHAEL KAFKALAS, PLS

RE: HEIL-HARKNESS MINOR SUBDIVISION 90 DAY EXTENSION OF TIME REQUEST

***CARBON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION, IVAN, O. MEIXELL JR. PLANNER

RE: SIERRA VISTA ESTATES NPDES PERMIT APPLICATION REVIEW BY THE CARBON COUNTY OFFICE OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

Questioned if the township received NPDED application for review. 

***THOMAS NANOVIC

RE: CC AN EMAIL FROM BILL GRANT TO RESIDENTS OF SUMMIT RIDGE, EXPLAINING STEPS TO TAKE TO CHANGE THE OFFICERS OF THE SR HOA

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Police Committee: 
· John and Robert met with the Chief and went over schedule and over time. 
· The Chief indicated he would need more time to provide report to the Board. 
· Chose four resumes received from Indeed to proceed forward with application and backgrounds. Looking to hire two part timers, we are falling behind on investigations.  
· Officer Meek won an award. 
·  Lowes and Walmart grant received for $2000.00; look to purchase a radio. 

· There was a minor incident with one of our police cars when responding to a chase in Lehighton. Minor scratches and discoloring to our vehicle, The Township has a $500 deductible, not worth pursuing. Bruce questioned if our SOP for high speed chase was followed. 
Road Committee: 

· Tire on our backhoe was punctured, we needed to purchase two. Robert asked if it was a preventable accident. Total cost $1200.00
MOTION: Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to ratify the purchase of two rear tires for the backhoe.  Seconded by Franklin Ruch. John Wieczorek, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Robert Slaw, yes. 4-0 vote.  Motion carried. 
· The ride control on the backhoe is not working all of the time. Do we want to send the backhoe to Ag Industrial to have evaluated?  

MOTION: Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion that we have Nevin contact Ag Industrial to give us an estimate to haul out and a minimum to evaluate.  Seconded by Franklin Ruch. John Wieczorek, no; Franklin Ruch, no; Bruce Steigerwalt, no and Robert Slaw, no. 0-4vote.  Motion fails. 
MOTION: Robert Slaw made a motion that we take the backhoe to Ag Industrial and get a cost estimate to repair and have the roadmaster schedule it to repair as fits his schedule.  Seconded by John Wieczorek.  Franklin Ruch, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Robert Slaw, yes 4-0 vote Motion carried. 

Franklin Ruch excused himself from the meeting at 7:28 PM

· John Deere Tractor is at Kermit Kistler needs a $900.00 repair. 

MOTION: Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to repair the John Deere Tractor.  Seconded by John Wieczorek.  John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt yes and Robert Slaw, yes 3-0 vote Motion carried. 
· Lehighton Water Authority has a 2003 Ford box truck, 81,000 miles gas F250 for sale at a cost of $4500.00.  Will look at to see if should be considered. 

· Summer help needed.  Kris Knappenberger and Jeffrey Kirsch will work for the township again this summer as seasonal summer employees. 

MOTION: Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to hire summer seasonal employees Chris Knappenberger and Jeff Kirsh.  Seconded by John Wieczorek. John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt yes and Robert Slaw, yes 3-0 vote Motion carried. 

MOTION: Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to advertise on Indeed for part time CDL Class B driver.  Seconded by Robert Slaw.  John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Robert Slaw.  3-0 vote Motion carried.  
Question of how many hours a week summer seasonal workers can work.  

MOTION: Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to have Tom Nanovic look into how many hours a week summer seasonal workers can work.  Seconded by John Wieczorek. John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Robert Slaw.  3-0 vote.  Motion carried.  

· Bruce Steigerwalt will attempt to get out to measure roads in order to get bids

OFFICIALS:
Natalie Haggerty: The Township utilizes Seitz Brothers frequently.  It would be more cost effective to have them come in quarterly at a cost of $120.00.  Instead of $300 or more for single visits.  Bird issue in the old building, does the township want Seitz to come in to alieve the problem.  Received a quote to replace the front door with camera and buzzer, estimate of $6000.00. Not looking to add camera, fix or replace door at a lesser cost.  Hunsicker Construction will be here on Thursday to look at roof and removal of air conditioner as well as the front door. 
Robert Slaw: Parkview Drive resident questioning if his road is owned by the township.  Never maintained by the township. Check to see if the township has an ordinance ordaining Parkview Drive.  There are seven homes on Parkview Drive. The road was never brought up to standard. 

Bruce Steigerwalt:  Will prepare Long Hollow metes and bounds.  Gave a summary of the sessions he attended at the PSATS Convention, appreciates the township sending him. 

John Wieczorek: Question of Ukrainian Homestead Social Hall on Rte. 443 and if they filed zoning permits. Announced we will need a brief executive session for personnel and will return for action adjourn and at the conclusion of meeting have executive session for personnel. 
Broke for an executive session at 8:15 PM. Returned to the record at 8:35 PM

MOTION Robert Slaw made a motion to raise Nevin Frey, Roadmaster hourly rate by 3.5% or $24.85/hr. (bump the penny) effective May 1, 2017.  Seconded by Bruce Steigerwalt.  John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Robert Slaw, yes 3-0 vote Motion carried.  

MOTION: Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to raise James Danner, Police Officer to 85% of police officer hourly rate.  Seconded by John Wieczorek.  John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Robert Slaw, yes 3-0 vote Motion carried.  
ADJOURNMENT:
MOTION

Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:54 PM.  Seconded by Robert Slaw.  John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Robert Slaw 3-0 vote. Motion carried.
Respectfully Submitted,

Natalie D. Haggerty 

Secretary-Treasurer
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