
MAHONING TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING

MINUTES


August 3, 2016

CALL TO ORDER:
John Wieczorek called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm at the Mahoning Township Building, 2685 Mahoning Drive East, Lehighton, PA 18235

PRESENT:

John Wieczorek, Chairman; Franklin Ruch, Vice Chairman; Bruce Steigerwalt, Supervisor; Shawn Haggerty, Supervisor; Brian Reeser, Supervisor; Thomas Nanovic, Solicitor and Natalie D. Haggerty, Secretary-Treasurer
QUESTIONS ON OR ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA: None
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Dave Hontz, Mahoning Township Lions: Mr. Hontz shared Chapel Square is 80 % finished.  The Lions moved the monument to Chapel Grove grounds that they lease. They contracted with Walter Monument to move the monument and the monument fell apart while moving. We contracted to make a new monument.  They compiled names and drew up schematics for the slab of concrete.  The Lions used 85% of their savings and are requesting a donation to help complete the Veteran’s Monument.  The Board of Supervisors will discuss.
Barbara Beltz, Franklin Township Supervisor: Present on behalf of Franklin Township for zoning update discussion

Ronald Reeser, Mahoning Township road crew leader: He has questions concerning last month’s meeting minutes.  Why are the supervisor doing the work of road supervisor and questions regarding paver? There was corrections made to last month’s draft workshop meeting minutes.  Correction of phrase these are things a road master should be doing. 
Dr. Sherry shared that more documentation can help.
ZONING UPDATE DISCUSSION

Carson Helfrich, Community Planning and Management: Mr. Helfrich has owned his own business since 1984 and specializes working with municipalities on updating their comprehensive plans and zoning ordinances.  Barbara Beltz, Franklin Township Supervisor is present to see if a zoning update can be done jointly and what our next step would be. Carl Faust shared there are things in Franklin and Mahoning Townships zoning that needs to be updated.  Mr. Helfrich asked the date on the current ordinance?  Are Franklin and Mahoning interested in working together? If we do a joint plan and work together we might be able to get a grant. Mr. Helfrich could not provide cost at this time. There is a tendency to give funding to municipalities that are working together. Possible grant monies available from the Municipal Assistance Program offered thru DCED; another program available is sponsored by the William Penn Foundation and their goal is to improve water quality.  Typically a matching grant thru DCED and William Penn Foundation can be part of the application.  He will give us a specific proposal.  Bruce added that we indicated last year we were interested in working with Lehighton Borough.  East Penn indicated they were not interested, their SALDO is fairly new.  Lehighton Borough was going to apply for a grant but they needed to do an RFP in conjunction we budgeted $15,000 for updating our zoning ordinance.  Will DCED give out grants based on one proposal?  Mr. Helfrich answered yes.  Typically he will do the grant application.  We owe it to Lehighton to ask them if they want to be part of it.  Bruce asked Barbara’s opinion and if they are interested and thoughts on including Lehighton Borough.  How does it work with federal storm water management compared to local? The township can make them more rigorous; but suggests we rely on whatever the federal regulations or DEP and not go more stringent for enforcement.  In response to that we may be required to adopt new stormwater and get a MS4 waiver.  We will know more the next cycle.  We will need to have an adopted stormwater management plan and I feel Franklin Township will be in the same boat. Options are to move forward doing this as a joint effort, each municipality has to pay for all uses. Mahoning can do it on our own or we can keep our current ordinance Thanked Mr. Helfrich for his time.
Zak Blahy comment: going back to minutes why do they have to be corrected. The supervisors are given draft copies of meeting minutes, if there are corrections to be made they need to contact the office prior to the next month’s meeting.  Meeting minutes are not approved or adopted until the following months meeting.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 6, 2016 Board of Supervisors Meeting. Seconded by Shawn Haggerty. John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Shawn Haggerty, yes and Brian Reeser, yes 5-0 vote.  Motion carried. 

MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 6, 2016 Board of Supervisors Workshop Meeting. Seconded by Franklin Ruch. John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Shawn Haggerty, yes and Brian Reeser 5-0 vote.  Motion carried.  

APPROVAL OF TRANFERS:

MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to approve the following transfers:
$537.97 Residential Street Light Money Market to General Checking
$1,190.40 Residential Fire Hydrant Money Market to General Checking
Seconded by Shawn Haggerty.  John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Shawn Haggerty, yes and Brian Reeser 5-0 vote.  Motion carried. 

APPROVAL OF TREASURERS REPORT: July 2016

MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to approve the Treasurers Report for July 2016.  Seconded by Shawn Haggerty. John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Shawn Haggerty, yes and Brian Reeser 5-0 vote.  Motion carried.  

PAYMENT OF BILLS AND PAYROLLS: 
MOTION
John Wieczorek made a motion to approve payment of the following bills and payrolls:
Bill List #417 in the amount of $264,652.80
General Check’s #20892-#20934
Payroll Check’s #13947-#13949
State Check’s #1488-#1490
Building and Land Check #1198-#1199
Road Machinery Checks #343-#344
Fire Company Checks #116-#117

Subdivision Land Development Check #162
Seconded by Franklin Ruch as listed on agenda. John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Shawn Haggerty, yes and Brian Reeser, yes 5-0 vote.  Motion carried. 

APPROVAL OF REPORTS:

MOTION
John Wieczorek made a motion to approve the following reports:
Mahoning Township Road Department Activity Report for July 4, 2016-July 22, 2016
Mahoning Township Financial Statements December 31, 2015
Mahoning Township Building Report for July 2016
Mahoning Township Zoning Officer Report for July 2016
Seconded by Franklin Ruch as listed on agenda.   John Wieczorek, yes;  Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Shawn Haggerty, yes and Brian Reeser 5-0 vote.  Motion carried. 
OLD BUSINESS:

Award Seal Coat Bid

Tom Nanovic reviewed the seal coat bid documents.   John not sure where we are heading with the seal coating.  I didn’t hear anything back from Lehighton as to when they will be available to help with paving, possibly available next week depending on manpower and weather. John and Bruce had a brief meeting with Nevin Frey to bring him up to speed.  John reached out to John Davis questioning how much time is needed from when paving is put down until you tar and chip John Davis has seen it done as little as two weeks as well as putting it down one season and coming back the following season to lay tar and chip. He does not have a hard and fast rule to follow, works both ways, his recommendation to patch and pave this season and tar and chip the next.  He was cautious with any time after August because you can’t depend on too many hot days.  With that John would not be that anxious to award a seal coat bid.  Frank asked the consequences if you don’t wait, John said perhaps you won’t get a good adhesion. Bruce said in the contract it states August 31, 2016.  Tom shared the bid would need to be amended.  Not knowing they may say we’re booked.  The preference of the Board is to wait.  Bruce shared that we did about a mile of road in East Penn scratch coated and one week later tar and chipped and held up well. 
MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to reject the bids for seal coat.  Seconded by Brian Reeser.  John Wieczorek, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Shawn Haggerty, yes, Bruce Steigerwalt, yes, Brian Reeser 5-0 vote. Motion carried.
Verizon Lease American Tower

American Tower is offering several options to extend the lease.  Permanent easement we can’t do because we can’t sell township property.  We can extend the lease or we don’t have to do anything.
KIA Letter of Credit
Nothing new
NEW BUSINESS:  
Ordination of Church Street, Ordinance 2016-3

Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to adopt Ordination of Church Street Ordinance 2016-3. Seconded by Shawn Haggerty.  John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Shawn Haggerty, yes and Brian Reeser, yes. 5-0 vote.  Motion 
Job Descriptions for Road Master

John shared the sample we had on file was better than the one provided from PSATS.  There’s a disclaimer on the second sample.  Tom thinks it’s a good idea to add.  Remove number eleven Municipal Authority.  Specify CDL Class A.  Office will make changes/additions to roadmaster job description on file. 
Giant Food Stores Request for a Hearing on the Inter Municipal Transfer of a Liquor License into Mahoning Township

Transferring a liquor license from Kidder Township to Mahoning Township.  Tom shared we are required to have a hearing.  
MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to advertise hearing to be held at our September 7th meeting at 6:00 PM.  Seconded by Shawn Haggerty.  John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes, Franklin Ruch, yes Shawn Haggerty, yes and Brian Reeser, yes.  5-0 vote
MS4 Waiver for the Township 
LTL will process our waiver application the last time this was done it was done by T&M.  These permits run on a five year cycle.  There was an invitation from Linda Cluck who works for LTL Consultants.  Is it the preference of the board to notify her to process the waiver request?  Waiver request has to be in by the end of this year. We can apply for an early waiver.  The permit will take effect March 2018.  Any stream that we discharge to that has a TMDL rating will not be approved. The Lehigh River has that rating because of metal discharge. Bruce would like to know the cost to prepare before he says yes.  Reach out to LTL for cost to prepare and their opinion if we even qualify for a waiver.  
CORESPONDENCE:

Franklin Ruch made a motion to accept and place on file the correspondence dated August 3, 2016.  Seconded by Shawn Haggerty. John Wieczorek, yes;  Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Shawn Haggerty, yes and Brian Reeser 5-0 vote.  Motion carried. 
***LTL CONSULTANTS

RE:  INFORMATION / EXPLANATION REGARDING THE MS4 PROGRAM NEW WAIVER

***LTL CONSULTANTS, LINDA CLUCK, MUNICIPAL ENGINEER

RE:  EMAIL COPY OF THE ABOVE MS4 PROGRAM NEW WAIVER

***PA DEPT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

RE:  EXPLANATION OF CHANGES IN THE WAIVER APPLICATION PROCESS AND ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA REGARDING THE MS4 PERMIT/WAIVER 

***PA DEPT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

RE:  SEWAGE PLANNING MODULE REVIEW FOR SCARPATI SUBDIVISION

***PA DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION

RE:  INVITATION TO THE STATE 443 ROADWAY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT OPEN HOUSE, JULY 20 2016.  LETTERS DATED 07/08 & 07/15

***THOMAS NANOVIC

RE:  PKR ENTERPRISES UPDATE FOR MAHONING TOWNSHIP

***MAHONING VALLEY VOLUNTEER FIRE CO NO. 1

RE:  ANNOUNCEMENT OF FIRE TANKER AND CELEBRATION EVENT

***ARMIN FELDMAN

RE:  RESIDENT LETTER WITH ROAD CONCERNS NEAR MEADOW BROOK RD

***PETER EISENBROWN, LTL CONSULTANTS

RE:  REX ROAD BID DOCUMENT REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATIONS  

***PETER EISENBROWN, LTL CONSULTANTS

RE:  SITE REVIEW AND FINDINGS SUBMITTED FOR ORCHARD AND BIRCHWOOD INTERSECTION

***CARBON COUNTY PLANING COMMISSION

RE:  HEIL, JR. & HARKNESS SUBDIVISION REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATIONS

***GEORGE PAVING & EXCAVATING, INC. 

RE:  PROPOSAL FOR MAHONING TOWNSHIP PAVER CREW

***UGI UTILITIES, CHESTER WENTZ

RE:  NOTIFICATION LETTER AND PRESS RELEASE COPY OF NIGHTIME MAIN REPLACEMENT PROJECT ALONG S40209

***COURT OF COMMON PLEAS, JOSEPH MATIKA

RE:  MAHONING TOWNSHIP VS PKR ENTERPRISES SEPT 30 HEARING RESCHEDULED UNTIL SEPT 27

***LTAP TRAINING:  STORMWATER FACILITY OPERATION & MAINTENANCE

***LTAP TRAINING:  SALT AND SNOW MANAGEMENT

***NICOLE BECKETT, LEHIGHTON BOROUGH, BOROUGH MANAGER

RE:  CONTRACTED POLICE SERVICE MEETING RESCHEDULED FOR THRUSDAY AUG 18, 6PM

***JOHN DAVIS, MUNICIPAL SERVICES SUPERVISOR

RE:  REVIEW AND ACCEPTANCE OF DOCUMENTS RELATED TO THE ORDINANCE ORDAINING CHURCH STREET AS A TOWNSHIP ROAD

***PA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION LOCAL TECHNICAL ASSISANCE PROGRAM – SUMMER 2016 NEWSLETTER

***PENN DOT LTAP TECHNICAL INFORMATION SHEET #174 – SUMMER 2016

***JULY REPORT TO CARBON COUNTY STAKEHOLDERS BY:  SAVE CARBON COUNTY

***AUGUST REPORT TO CARBON COUNTY STAKEHOLDERS BY:  SAVE CARBON COUNTY

***NANOVIC LAW OFFICES, THOMAS S NANOVIC

RE:  COPY SENT TO THE TIMES NEWS FOR PUBLICATION OF THE ORDINANCE OF MAHONING TOWNSHIP ORDAINING CHURCH STREET (FORMERLY A PORTION OF LEHIGH STREET) AS A TOWNSHIP ROAD

***PSATS TOWNSHIP LEGAL DEFENSE PARTNERSHIP SUMMER 2016 NEWSLETTER

***PA ONE CALL SYSTEM

RE:  2015 EXCAVATOR FEE REBATE NOTIFICATION

***PA STATE FIRE ACADEMY

RE:  FIRST RESPONDER SAFETY TRAINING FOR NATURAL GAS VEHICLES AND FUELING STATIONS TRAINING PROGRAM

***COUNTY OF CARBON DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS, HENRY DESROSIERS

RE:  INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE IN PALMERTON ANNUAL PARADE

***HIGHMARK

RE:  APOLOGY LETTER RECOGNIZING ISSUES AND CONCERNS WITH THE TRANSITION EARLIER THIS YEAR TO HIGHMARK 

***BOROUGH OF LEHIGHTON, NICOLE BECKETT, BOROUGH MANAGER

RE:  APPROVAL OF REQUEST FOR ROADWORK ASSISTANCE

***COMMONWEALTH OF PA, BERNARD KOZLOWSKI, ACTING EXEC DIRECTOR

RE:  ACT 205 OF 1984 NOTICE OF 2016 DISTRESS DETERMINATION OF 0

***WILLIAM SCHWAB

RE:  SURPLUS SALE PARTICIPATION INVITATION TO BE HELD ON OCTOBER 1, 2016, COG 

Police items: a few tires and a separation cage, computer towers.  If we participate we have to pay share of advertisement.  Do we have enough surplus equipment to recoup the cost?  Mark found some section of guide rail.  If we had a list today can we still submit?  
***COMMONWEALTH OF PA COUNTY OF CARBON

RE:  RESCHEDULING NOTICE, MAHONING TOWNSHIP V DONALD HECKMAN

***PSATS, DIANE CALHOUN, TRUST MANGER

RE: 2016 PENSION DISTRESS SCORE

***CARBON COUNTY OFFICE OF PLANNING

RE: INVITATION TO BID MAHONING TOWNSHIP PROJECT: REX ROAD BRIDGE RECONSTRUCTION 

***BARRY ISETT & ASSOCIATES, INC

RE: MINOR SUBDIVISION PLAN SCARPATI, DEP NOT ABLE TO DATE TO OBTAIN MODULE APPROVAL

ADJOURNMENT:
MOTION

Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:45 PM.  Seconded by Shawn Haggerty. John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Shawn Haggerty, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Brian Reeser 5-0 vote. Motion carried.
Respectfully Submitted,

Natalie D. Haggerty 

Secretary-Treasurer















