
MAHONING TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISOR’S MEETING

Monday, August 8, 2011


CALL TO ORDER:

John Wieczorek called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. at the Mahoning Township Building, 2685 Mahoning Drive East, Lehighton, PA 18235

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

John Wieczorek led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
ROLL CALL:

PRESENT:

John Wieczorek, Chairman; Franklin Ruch, Vice-Chairman; George Stawnyczyj, Supervisor; Linda Benner, Supervisor; Thomas Nanovic, Solicitor and Natalie D. Haggerty, Secretary-Treasurer
ABSENT:
Travis Steigerwalt, Supervisor

QUESTIONS ON OR ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:

None
PUBLIC COMMENT:
Mark Ebbert, Mahoning Valley Volunteer Fire Co. – Questioning when the pre-emption system will be installed at the Supercenter Walmart traffic signal.  I have placed many inquires to the engineer and they do not respond.  I am feeling frustrated.   I do not want it to be overlooked.  With regards to the old Walmart light, I discussed this with the Lowe’s supervisor and he is not aware of any improvements to the light.  John will call Skip Schneider.  Perhaps the traffic light work has not been completed because of the work is not completed at Ashtown The issues of the barriers have to do with removal of the telephone pole at the corner of Ashtown and 443.  That pole needs to be relocated 25 feet east.  New placement is the Nosal property.  The Nosal Estate has been offered monetary and legal expense but they don’t get anywhere with approvals.  Installation of guiderails, removal of barriers an scarifying of existing black top and resurface; but none can take place until the pole is placed.   .   
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 25, 2011 Board of Supervisors Meeting.  Seconded by Franklin Ruch.  John Wieczorek, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes and Linda Benner, yes 4-0 vote. Motion carried.
APPROVAL OF TREASURER’S REPORT:  July 2011
MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report for July 2011. Seconded by Linda Benner.  John Wieczorek, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Linda Benner, yes. 4-0 vote. Motion carried
APPROVAL OF TRANSFERS:

MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to approve the following transfers:

$595.20 from Residential Fire Hydrant Money Market to General Checking

$537.97 Residential Street Light Money Market to General Checking

Seconded by John Wieczorek.  John Wieczorek, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Linda Benner, yes. 4-0 vote. Motion carried.

PAYMENT OF BILLS AND PAYROLLS:

MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to approve payment of the following bills and payroll: 

Bill List #353 in the amount of $108,758.99
General Checks #18168-#18211
Payroll Check’s #9205-#9286
State Check #1292
Road Machinery Check #257
Seconded by John Wieczorek. John Wieczorek, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Linda Benner, yes 4-0 vote. Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF REPORTS:

MOTION

Linda Benner made a motion to approve the following reports:

Mahoning Township Equipment and Fuel Log for July 2011
Mahoning Township Zoning Officers’ Report for July 2011

Mahoning Township Road Crew Daily Work Log for July 11, 2011-August 5, 2011
Mahoning Township Police Report for July 2011
Mahoning Township Financial Report for year ended December 31, 2010

Lehigh Canal and Recreation Commission for May 2011

Central Carbon County Comprehensive Planning Committee Meeting Minutes for June 21, 2011

Seconded by Franklin Ruch. John Wieczorek, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Linda Benner, yes. 4-0 vote. Motion carried.  
OLD BUSINESS:
Draft Ordinance Building Height 

MOTION

George Stawnyczyj made a motion to send draft building height ordinance to township and county planning commissions for review and comment.  Seconded by Franklin Ruch.   John Wieczorek, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Linda Benner, yes. 4-0 vote. Motion carried.  

Lowe’s Lighting Plan
David Koerner, Lowe’s Project Manager was present submitted revised lighting plan. Inadvertently, two lighting poles that are not on Lowe’s property somehow got on the plan.  Mr. and Mrs. Steigerwalt brought this to our attention several months ago and it is their desire not to have the two lighting poles on their property.  Also requested a revision to the curbing.  Submitted plans to the engineer, received an email from the engineer on Friday stating they have agreed to this condition.  A letter was provided from the Steigerwalt Attorney to the Board.  Six existing spaces that were part of the original Walmart layout Lowe’s is not using it for anything, it is not in our calculations. Lowe’s is amending the record plan to remove the two light standards on the Steigerwalt property and alter the island of the spaces that are on the west side of the main entrance drive.  We do not lose any parking spaces.  
Lowe’s has an issue with pre-empt system.  Lowe’s generates less business than the old Walmart did; so what PennDOT did was transfer the old HOP from Walmart to Lowe’s.  In regards to a maintenance agreement, Lowe’s   is not apposed to that concept.  Lowe’s is not the only business accessing that traffic signal.  Carbon Plaza should share in the responsibility.  Attorney Tom Nanovic will reach out to the owner of Carbon Plaza and the attorney from Lowe’s and draft such maintenance agreement and establish escrow as well as the possibility of working on getting the pre-emption device installed at the future Lowe’s traffic signal.
David Coureier questioned if the approval of the amended plan be conditioned upon pre emption device installation?
Advised Lowe’s will honor the maintenance and repairs and set up and amount in escrow.  Natalie Haggerty will look into our history of past years maintenance dollar amount.  

MOTION

George Stawnyczyj made a motion to grant Lowe’s the approval of the changes of the removal of the two light standards in the parking area of the Steigerwalt property and to enclose the drive with curbing and add three parking spaces at the southwest corner of the parking area next to revision one of the plan conditioned on written agreement of escrow and maintenance of traffic light at the intersection of Lowe’s Drive and Route 443.  Seconded by Linda Benner John Wieczorek, no; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Franklin Ruch, no and Linda Benner, no. 1-3 vote. Motion failed.

MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to grant the approval of the change request as submitted by Dave Koerner of Lowe’s.  Seconded by Linda Benner.    John Wieczorek, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Linda Benner, yes. 4-0 vote. Motion carried.

MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to authorize our solicitor to  get in contact with Lowe’s to set up maintenance agreement and escrow.  Seconded by Linda Benner.   John Wieczorek, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Linda Benner, yes. 4-0 vote. Motion carried.

Ragnar Events

Office staff will contact Carrie Snyder to advise that Long Hollow Lane is not a thru road.  Question was raised to Mark Ebbert to see if fire police would be available to assist in traffic control for the road race on October 8, 2011 from 5:00 AM to 2:00 PM. He will look into.

MOTION

George Stawnyczyj made a motion to table Ragnar Events request.  Failed for a lack of second. 

Packerton Yards Waiver Requests (Plans dated 2/22/11)

MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to grant Packerton Yards WAIVER REQUEST-SALDO Sec. 99-10.F.(1).e, Sec. 99-10f.(4)(b)[1], and Sec. 99-10.f.(4)(c)[2]-ALL OF THESE SECTIONS REFER TO NO INCREASE IN RUNOFF RATES FROM PREDEVELOPMENT TO POST DEVELOPMENT STAGES. THE REQUEST IS FOR BOTH THE INITIAL INFRASTRUCTURE SERVING THE GENERAL INDUSTRIAL PARK AND FOR THE FUTURE DEVELOPMENT OF THE INDIVIDUAL LOTS  

GRANTING THESE WAIVERS, THE APPLICANT IS STILL RESPONSIBLE FOR OBTAINING ALL STATE AND FEDERAL PERMITS THAT ARE NECESSARY.  THIS DOES NOT ALLOW THE APPLICANT TO FILL IN FLOODWAY AREAS.  ALL SUBSEQUENT LOT DEVELOPERS MUST SUBMIT STORMWATER CALCS/REPORTS/PLANS TO DEMONSTRATE HOW THEY WILL HANDLE AND CONVEY STORMWATER FROM THEIR LOT TO THE LEHIGH RIVER.  Seconded by George Stawnyczyj.  John Wieczorek, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Linda Benner, yes. 4-0 vote. Motion carried.  

MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to grant WAIVER REQUEST- SALDO Sec. 99-10.F.(8)(e)NO ENCROACHMENT SHALL BE MADE ON A FLOODPLAIN OR WATERCOURSE WHICH WILL INCREASE THE FLOOD LEVELS WITHIN THE TOWNSHIP DURING THE OCCURRENCE OF THE ONE-HUNDRED YEAR FLOOD DISCHARGE. GRANTING A WAIVER TO THIS SECTION OF SALDO DOES NOT RELIEVE THE APPLICANT FROM OBTAINING APPROVAL FROM THE FLOODPLAIN ORDINANCE FOR THE INITIAL INFRASTRUCTURE CONSTRUCTION OR FROM SUBSEQUENT LOT DEVELOPMENT. IT WOULD BE PRUDENT TO HAVE THE FLOODPLAIN APPLICATION REVIEWED AND APPROVED BY THE FLOOD PLAIN PERMIT OFFICER.  Seconded by George Stawnyczyj.  John Wieczorek, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Linda Benner, yes. 4-0 vote. Motion carried.  

MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to grant WAIVER REQUEST-SALDO Sec> 99-10.H.(9)-DEAD-END STREETS SHALL BE PROHIBITED, EXCEPT AS STUBS TO PERMIT FUTURE STREET EXTENSIONS INTO ADJOINING TRACTS OR WHEN DESIGNED AS CUL-DE -SACS TO SERVE RESIDENTIAL AREA

 AN EMERGENCY ACCESS PROVISION IS PROPOSED. ALL COVENANTS NECESSARY FOR THE PERPETUAL USE AND MAINTENANCE OF THE EMERGENCY ACCESS SHOULD BE AGREED TO AND INCLUDED ON A RECORDABLE PLAN.  Seconded by Linda Benner.   John Wieczorek, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Linda Benner, yes. 4-0 vote. Motion carried.  

MOTION

George Stawnyczyj made a motion to grant WAIVER REQUEST- SALDO Sec> 99-16.D.-IRON PIN MARKERS SHALL BE SET AT THE BEGINNING AND ENDING OF ALL CURVES ALONG STREET PROPERTY LINES

ALL CORNERS AND POINTS OF TANGENCY SHALL BE DENOTED ON THE RECORD PLAN WITH THE MARKER TO BE INSTALLED SUCH THAT IT CAN BE CONFIRMED IN THE FIELD. Seconded by Franklin Ruch.  John Wieczorek, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Linda Benner, yes. 4-0 vote. Motion carried.  

NEW BUSINESS       


Ashtown Road/Traffic Improvements
John Wieczorek shared earlier the issue of the relocation of the pole and it infringes on the Nosal property.
Tax Claim Bureau Received Bid on 71-37-B9 Lot 22
MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to grant the sale of 71-37-B9 at a cost of $955.57.  Seconded by Franklin Ruch.  John Wieczorek, yes; George Stawnyczyj, no; Franklin Ruch, yes and Linda Benner, yes. 3-1 vote. Motion carried.  

CORRESPONDENCE
MOTION

Linda Benner made a motion to approve and place on file the correspondence dated August 8, 2011.  Seconded by John Wieczorek.  John Wieczorek, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes and Linda Benner, yes. 4-0 vote. Motion carried.  

***BOHLER ENGINEERING, INC. JOHN HORNICK, PE

RE: LOWE’S COMPANIES, INC. OVERALL SITE/RECORD PLAN

***CARBON COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT, REBECCA CUNFER, TECHNICIAN

RE: SUSSICK HOME PROJECT ADEQUACY REVIEW 

***PENTELE DATA, SUSAN KISTLER

RE: PROPOSAL OF PRODUCTS AND SERVICES

***CARBON COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT, REBECCA CUNFER, TECHNICIAN

RE: SAGE MEADOWS SUBDIVISION, NPDES APPROVAL LETTER PERMIT # PAG2001306004R

***PSATS NEWS BULLETIN, JULY 2011

RE: MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

***PA DEP, DEAN FISHER, SOLID WASTE SUPERVISOR

RE: WASTE MANAGEMENT COMPLAINT-GLEN CLAYPOOLE 133 FLAGSTAFF ROAD

COMMENT: LeRoy Leibenguth will look into.
***STEVE SOFRANKO, 414 CENTER ROAD 

RE: ROAD CONSTRUCTION AND STREET LIGHT ISSUE

Comment: No lights are paid out of the general fund.  Natalie Haggerty will talk to Ron Reeser tomorrow regarding the water run off.  There is not a lot we can do…the road above him is private (Meadowcrest)
***PA DEP, SCOTT CONFER, WATER QUALITY SPECIALIST

RE:  NOTICE OF VIOLATION - SEWAGE-CENTRAL CARBON WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLAN

***BOROUGH OF LEHIGHTON, DONALD REHRIG, MAYOR

RE: FIRE POLICE ASSISTANCE FOR LEHIGHTON BIKE NIGHT

MOTION
Franklin Ruch made a motion to grant the fire police permission to assist with bike night.  Seconded by George Stawnyczyj.  John Wieczorek, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes and Linda Benner, yes. 4-0 vote. Motion carried.  

***WALLACE PUTKOWSKI, 531 SENECA ROAD SUITE 1 LEHIGHTON, PA

RE: PACKERTON YARDS PROJECT

***COUNTY OF CARBON TAX CLAIM BUREAU

RE: BID ON PROPERTY 285-22 LOWER NIS HOLLOW

***RAGNAR EVENTS, CARRIE SNYDER, PA RACE DIRECTOR

RE: RAGNAR RELAY AND MAHONING TOWNSHIP

***T & M ASSOCIATES, TIMOTHY EDINGER

RE: LOWE’S REVISED LIGHTING PLAN

***TOWNSHIP OF MAHONING, APPLICATION FOR EMPLOYMENT

RE: GARY PRUDEN, 485 POHOPOCO CIRCLE, LEHIGHTON PA

***PSATS TOWNSHIP LEGAL DEFENSE PARTNERSHIP

RE: A PROGRESS REPORT ON APPELLATE-LEVEL CASES AFFECTING TOWNSHIPS

***NANOVIC LAW OFFICES, THOMAS NANOVIC

RE: CHURCH STREET PARKING

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Road Department

· Receipt of new truck within three to four weeks. Remove the police car from the impound and place back on the insurance plan.  Purchase a new battery only to get it up and running. 

Police Department

· According the chief we are good with radios, tasers taken care of, he would like to interview part time officers, theft at Walmart case has come to a close, George had an idea to place no parking signs on both sides of the Mansion House so if we are going to amend our ordinance why not add Packerton as well. 
OFFICIALS:
Franklin Ruch
· Fire company is receiving millings and would like our guys to roll it when they receive.  

John Wieczorek

· SALDO addition of fees to be paid by businesses into fire and road fund, set up similar to our recreation fees paid by developers. 
· Where are we with a police vehicle

· Short executive session for personnel matter

MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to approve the improvements agreement extension for PKR Enterprises.  Seconded by Linda Benner.  John Wieczorek, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes and Linda Benner, yes. 4-0 vote. Motion carried.  

ADJOURNMENT:
MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:35 PM.  Seconded by Linda Benner. John Wieczorek, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes and Linda Benner, yes. 4-0 vote. Motion carried.
Respectfully Submitted,

Natalie D. Haggerty










Secretary-Treasurer
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