
MAHONING TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING

MINUTES


December13, 2017 


CALL TO ORDER:
Franklin Ruch called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM at the Mahoning Township Building, 2685 Mahoning Drive East, Lehighton, PA 18235

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Franklin Ruch led the Pledge of Allegiance
PRESENT:

Franklin Ruch, Chairman; John Wieczorek, Vice Chairman; Bruce Steigerwalt, Supervisor; Robert Slaw, Supervisor; Patricia Snyder, Supervisor; Thomas Nanovic, Solicitor and Natalie D. Haggerty, Secretary-Treasurer
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
None

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
MOTION 

Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to approve the minutes of the November 16, 2017 Board of Supervisors Meeting. Seconded by John Wieczorek. Franklin Ruch, abstain; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Robert Slaw, yes and Patricia Snyder, yes 4-0 vote.  Motion carried. 
APPROVAL OF TRANSFERS

MOTION 
Franklin Ruch made a motion to approve the following transfers:

$537.97 Residential Street Light Money Market to General Checking
$595.20 Residential Fire Hydrant Money Market to General Checking

$13,667.78 General Checking to Payroll Checking pay date 11/16/17

$14,295.67 General Checking to Payroll Checking pay date 11/22/17
$14,480.40 General Checking to Payroll Checking pay date 11/30/17
$14,216.45 General Checking to Payroll Checking pay date 12/7/17
$16,835.24 General Checking to Payroll Checking pay date 12/14/17

Seconded by Bruce Steigerwalt. Franklin Ruch, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Robert Slaw, yes and Patricia Snyder, yes 5-0 vote. Motion carried. 

TREASURERS REPORT
MOTION 
John Wieczorek made a motion to approve the Treasurers Report for November 30, 2017.  Seconded by Franklin Ruch. Franklin Ruch, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Robert Slaw, yes and Patricia Snyder, yes 5-0 vote.  Motion carried. 
PAYMENT OF BILLS AND PAYROLLS
MOTION

Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to approve the following bills and payrolls 

Bill List #434 in the amount of $111,124.62
General Check’s #21631-#21679
State Check’s #1561-#1562
Road Machinery Check #1027
Subdivision Land Development #1029-#1030
Seconded by Franklin Ruch. Franklin Ruch, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Patricia Snyder, yes and Robert Slaw, yes 5-0 vote.  Motion carried.  
APPROVAL OF REPORTS:

MOTION 

John Wieczorek made a motion to approve the following reports:

Mahoning Township Road Department Activity Report for November 6, 2017- December 9,2017
Mahoning Township Equipment Fuel Log November 2017

Mahoning Township Planning Commission Minutes for October 17, 2017
Save Carbon County/Penn East/UGI Pipeline Project December Report
Mahoning Township Zoning Hearing Board November 14, 2017

Mahoning Township Zoning Permit Report October and November 2017
Mahoning Township Building Permit Report October and November 2017
Rex Road Bridge Pre-Construction Meeting Minutes
Seconded by Franklin Ruch. Franklin Ruch, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Patricia Snyder, yes and Robert Slaw, yes 5-0 vote.  Motion carried. 

NEW BUSINESS:
Discussion of Furnace Replacement
Burdell Snyder was present to answer any questions. Shared that he was here to check on it and it was leaking in three places. It doesn’t seem to be an emergency, but we will need a new boiler within next year.  What is the turn around time to replace?  A day turn around to replace. Installed cost $6500 to $7000.  Can it be converted to propane?  Yes.  Nevin reached out to PA Department of Labor & Industry and we will need to apply for a variance for height around tank piping. If something goes down if we file with an intent, they can waive.  Gallon and a half of propane per a gallon of heating oil. 75000 BTU off a one-inch pipe. We have plenty of oil, four zones coming off it, the boiler may come in oversized because new facility will be better insulated, even with future additions it will be more efficient. Question from Frank do we keep until it dies. Keep it until it dies was the consensus.
Workers Compensation Coverage 2018
Natalie shared that our Workers Compensation Insurance will not renewed thru Amtrust. Dropped for our loss ratio. We are currently covered until February 2018. HA Thomson provided a worst-case scenario quote of 113,933 for budget purposes.  

Municipal Authority Vacancy

We have one vacancy coming up and Bruce’s concern is they have been filling seats on the Municipal Authority and it’s the Board’s job. Send a letter asking for their recommendation who they want to appoint. Current members are five people and not one of them lives in an area that is being serviced by public sewer. It would be good if one or two people from that sewer area was on the authority, they are paying for the service. No problem with the appointment but should reach out and try to find someone who is being serviced as well as a current list of members and terms. 
MOTION

Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to send a letter to the Municipal Authority requesting their recommendation for a person to fill the upcoming vacancy of a four-year term for us to appoint to the Municipal Authority prior to our reorganization meeting. Seconded by John Wieczorek. Franklin Ruch, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Robert Slaw, yes and Patricia Snyder, yes 5-0 vote.  Motion carried. 
Adoption of the 2018 Budget (Appropriating specific sums estimated to be required for the specific purposes of the municipal government, set forth during 2018. Total revenues for fiscal year 2018 be in the amount of $2,707.310.00 and total expenditures for the fiscal year be in the amount of $2,707,310.00. Resolution #2017-19 2018 Budget

MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to adopt Resolution 2017-19 2018 Budget.  Seconded by Robert Slaw.  Franklin Ruch, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Patricia Snyder, yes and Robert Slaw, yes 5-0 vote.  Motion carried. 

Adoption of the 2018 Tax Levy

Resolution #2017-20 2018 Tax Levy

MOTION
John Wieczorek made a motion to adopt Resolution #2017-20 2018 Tax Levy. Seconded by Robert Slaw.  Franklin Ruch, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Patricia Snyder, yes and Robert Slaw, yes 5-0 vote.  Motion carried. 

Resolution #2017-21 Prohibiting the location of a category 4 (mini casino) licensed facility within the township

MOTION
Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to adopt Resolution #2017-21 Prohibiting the location of a category 4 (mini casino) licensed facility within the township. Seconded by John Wieczorek. Franklin Ruch, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Patricia Snyder, yes and Robert Slaw, yes 5-0 vote.  Motion carried. 

Meeting broke for an executive session at 6:40 PM. Readjourned the meeting at 6:50 PM. 

Employment Agreement between Mahoning Township and Audie Mertz, Chief

The Police Chief, Audie Mertz agreed and signed an employment agreement for the period of January 1, 2018 thru December 31,2018. The agreement includes a .98¢ per hour increase in salary, contribution to medical coverage 1.75% and contribution of 3% of salary for pension fund.  These contributions are the same as listed in the Police Department Contract.  All other provisions in this agreement are the same as the 2017 agreement. Items to be placed in personnel policy are: During the period of this agreement the Chiefs performance shall be evaluated according to the duties of the Police Chief contained in the Mahoning Police Department Manual, monthly report to the Board.  The report must be submitted on a timely basis.  Timely basis shall mean by the second meeting of the Board of Supervisors meeting in the following month or sooner.  The Police Chief will monitor and enforce punch in and punch out policy as contained in the Mahoning Township Police Department Manual and according to Article V, Section M inexcusable tardiness. Vacation time for the Police Chief in excess of (3) days shall be submitted to and approved by the Police Committee.  Vacation requests shall be submitted in writing at least (4) weeks prior to the start date of the vacation period.  The Board discourages vacation requests in excess of (2) weeks. The Board requests a written explanation of all communication device presently available to the police officers.  This is in reference to new software request and the extent of the phone bill.  

MOTION
John Wieczorek made a motion to adopt Employment Agreement between Mahoning Township and Audie Mertz, Chief.  Seconded by Robert Slaw.  Franklin Ruch, no; John Wieczorek, no; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Robert Slaw, yes and Patricia Snyder, no 2-3 vote. Motion Fails
James & Christina Salerno Minor Subdivision (Planning Commission recommend conditional plan approval conditions of: 

1.) Correct Note #5 for maximum building height of 40’.

2.) Comply with Section 99-10. F Stormwater Management

a. The drainage maps should include a delineation of the pre-developed area, post bypass area, etc.  The post bypass area needs to account for both grass and impervious type cover in the calculations.  

b. The proposed level spreader on Lot 1 should be relocated to the southern side of Stormwater Management Area #1, so it is located at the end of the swale, and there is sufficient space for installation of this feature, compared to its current location. 

c. On the rain garden table on the detail sheet, the 10 and 100-year storm elevation data should be removed {as it’s not pertinent for construction and some figures appear to conflict the report}.  In addition, the designer should review the data listed for rain garden #1, as some of the data shown does not appear to match the information in the report and the grading shown on the plan. 

d. Plans that depict erosion and sediment pollution controls measures have not been provided at this time.  Erosion and sediment pollution control plans shall be submitted to the Carbon County Conservation district for review and approval.  A copy of the erosion and sediment pollution control plans and a copy of an adequate letter form the Carbon County Conservation District shall be provide to the Township. Section 99-10.F.(7)

3.) We suggest a note be added to the plan that indicates that the township has the right to perform inspection of the stormwater features in the future. 

4.) Two concrete monuments

5.) Mylar

6.) Receipt of Recreations fees
MOTION
Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to grant James & Christina Salerno Minor Subdivision conditional approval conditioned upon 4.) two concrete monuments; 5) mylar, 6) receipt of recreation fees and all engineering fees paid.  Seconded by Patricia Snyder.  Franklin Ruch, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Robert Slaw, yes and Patricia Snyder, yes 5-0 vote. Motion carried. 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Summit Ridge and Sage Meadows Development Agreements and LOC

MOTION

Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to accept Summit Ridge and Sage Development Agreements.  Seconded by John Wieczorek. Franklin Ruch, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Robert Slaw, yes and Patricia Snyder, yes 5-0 vote. Motion carried. 
DBI Services 2018 Service Agreement (TABLE) waiting upon a price quote from ASPLUNDH

Act 172: Table
John advised that he met with fire and ambulance to work on criteria. Mark Ebbert had information from a program that was in place in 2008 and they are using it as a template to try to establish criteria for fire company and separate criteria for ambulance. Based on the meeting we had both Mark and Robert Miller put some ideas down as it applies to each entity.  John shared the list of criteria from both entities with the board and asked if they could work on tweaking it after they had some time to review.  Bruce asked if to be considered active you need 50 points no one individual person can earn points in one category, where would the auxiliary or kitchen help fall?  Mark replied most are retired and would not be eligible for the earned income rebate. If they are not retired they can earn under fund raising or organization meetings.  They can’t earn points in the same category.  Question of why not accumulated points in one area. Fairness, the purpose is to try to recruit members and an incentive to keep them. If it doesn’t work, we could always modify.   Perhaps a tiered system for different types of members.  Points must be earned in a minimum of two categories to qualify. The number of fire calls is 135 and ambulance calls are 700. A lot of them are paid EMT responding, only those that would qualify are the volunteers that respond.  Volunteers in the kitchen, how will they qualify in another category. Remove section can’t earn in one category to qualify for ambulance. There is more opportunity in fire company. Total available points are 210 points, 50 will qualify them as active.  That is a little less than a quarter, 25 percent is reasonable. Minimum is 50, if someone earned 100, would it be a different monetary amount.  Good point but one thing at a time, good start, John will schedule another meeting. 
UCC Appeals Board: Table

CORRESPONDENCE:

John Wieczorek made a motion to accept and place on file the correspondence dated December 13, 2017. Seconded by Patricia Snyder. Franklin Ruch, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Robert Slaw, yes and Patricia Snyder, yes 5-0 vote.  Motion carried. 
***PA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, GLENN ROWE, CHIEF HIGHWAY SAFETY AND TRAFFICE OPERATIONS DIVISION

RE:  NOTICE OF COLLECTING TRAFFIC DATA WITHIN COUNTY AND MUNICIPALITY OCT 17 – FEB 18

***PA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, ROB STERMER, ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP MANAGER

RE:  APPROVAL LETTER – EXEMPTION JAMES AND CHRISTINA SALERNO SUBDIVISION

***PA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, JOSEPH BUCZYNSKI, ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAM MANAGER

RE:  PERMIT APPROVAL COVER LETTER FOR INDIVIDUAL NPDES PERMIT FOR STORMWATER DISCHARGES ASSOCIATED WITH CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES, SUNNY HILL FARMS

COMMENT: Two years to put improvements in. 

***PSATS NEWS BULLETIN, NOVEMBER 2017

***MODERN GROUP POWER SYSTEMS, 

RE:  QUOTE FOR PM AGREEMENT FOR GENERATOR

***THOMAS S NANOVIC

RE:  PKR ENTERPRISES UPDATE FOR SUBDIVISION PLAN

***LTL CONSULTANTS, PETER EISENBROWN, PE

RE:  REACH OUT LETTER TO DISCUSS POTENTIAL ROAD PROJECTS IN THE FUTURE

***LTL CONSULTANTS, PETER EISENBROWN, PE

RE:  SALERNO MINOR SUBDIVISION FINAL PLAN, 3RD REVIEW RESULTS

***JUSTIN MARKELL

RE:  LETTER OF INTEREST TO SERVE AS THE LOCAL EMA COORDINATOR FOR MAHONING TOWNSHIP

***FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY

RE: FEMA IS INITIATING UPDATES TO THE FLOOD INSURANCE RATE MAP AND FLOOD INSURANCE STUDY REPORT FOR OUR COMMUNITY.  NOTIFYING OF ENGINEERING MODELS THAT WILL BE USED IN FEMA’S FLOOD RISK PROJECT IN CARBON COUNTY. WE NEED TO REPSOND IN 30 DAYS TO CONSULT WITH FEMA REGIONAL OFFICE REGARDING THE APPROPRIATENESS OF THE MODEL
The only creek mentioned in Mahoning is Stewart Creek.  Not certain if we need to respond. 
OFFICIALS:
Carl Faust: KIA looking for occupancy permit.  They are missing as built and close out of NPDES.  Perter Eisenbrown didn’t see any issues to hold up certificate. Bruce asked if they closed out their HOP? Carl replied yes. Give them a temporary until they come up with as built plans and NOT, 60 days.
Aldi supposed to have everything done by the first. They are installing in a sprinkler system.
Bruce asked Carl a question, Carbon Dack they put a structure in the parking lot, did they need land development for the structure? Carl responded no 

Franklin Ruch: Discussion of service to our generator. Nevin Frey shared that he had conversation with the Modern Group and they would come up twice a year to service our generator at a cost of $750  
What are we going to do for snow removal, losing another man in the beginning of year? Find someone as needed or find someone that turned us down, put them on thirty hours a week.  
There will be executive session after meeting for personnel. 
MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to hire Ethan Shaeffer as a part time winter snow plower subject to preemployment drug and alcohol results.  Seconded by Bruce Steigerwalt.  Franklin Ruch, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Robert Slaw, yes and Patricia Snyder, yes.  5-0 vote.  Motion carried.  
ADJOURNMENT:
MOTION

Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 PM.  Seconded by John Wieczorek. Franklin Ruch, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Robert Slaw, yes and Patricia Snyder, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried.
Respectfully Submitted,
Natalie D. Haggerty, Secretary-Treasurer
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