
MAHONING TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING


MINUTES


December 15, 2015


CALL TO ORDER:
John Wieczorek called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm at the Mahoning Township Building, 2685 Mahoning Drive East, Lehighton, PA 18235

PRESENT:

John Wieczorek, Chairman; Franklin Ruch, Vice Chairman; Bruce Steigerwalt, Supervisor; Shawn Haggerty, Supervisor (arrived at 6:17PM); Kerry Verrastro, Supervisor and Natalie D. Haggerty, Secretary-Treasurer
PUBLIC COMMENT:

Pauline Homm, Tax Collector present in response to the matter of reimbursement.  Cleaned up the Richard Swarcheck mess and used a lot of her own resources to do so.  The continuous education credits are required and I took them at the cheapest location.  These credits are not only benefitting me but the township.  I feel it’s a good gesture from the township to reimburse the cost of this necessary requirement. 

NEW BUSINESS: 
Adoption of the 2016 Budget-Resolution 2015-#18

MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to adopt Resolution #2015-18: “A Resolution of the Township of Mahoning, in the County of Carbon, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, appropriating specific sums estimated to be required for the specific purposes of the municipal government, hereinafter set forth, during the year 2016. 

BE IT RESOLVED AND ENACTED, and it is hereby resolved and enacted by the Board of Township Supervisors of the Township of Mahoning, County of Carbon, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: That the total revenues for the fiscal year 2016 be in the amount of $2,535,754.00 and the total expenditures for the fiscal year 2016 be in the amount of $2,535,754.00”.  Seconded by Kerry Verrastro.  Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; John Wieczorek, yes, Franklin Ruch, yes and Kerry Verrastro, yes 4-0 vote. Motion carried.

Adoption of the 2016 Tax Levy-Resolution 2015-#19

MOTION 
John Wieczorek made a motion to adopt Resolution #2015-19: “A Resolution of the Township of Mahoning, in the County of Carbon, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, fixing the tax rate for year 2016.


BE IT RESOLVED AND ENACTED, and it is hereby resolved and enacted by the Board of Township Supervisors of the Township of Mahoning, County of Carbon, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: That a tax be and the same is hereby levied on all real property and real property within the Township of Mahoning subject to taxation for the fiscal year 2016, as follows:


Tax rate for General Purposes, the sum of 4.25 mills on each dollar of assessed valuation, or the sum of .00425¢ on each dollar of assessed valuation 


For Fire Protection Purposes, the sum of .5 mills on each dollar of assessed valuation or the sum of .0005 on each dollar of assessed valuation

For Road Machinery Purposes, the sum of .5 mills on each dollar of assessed valuation or the sum of .0005 on each dollar of assessed valuation 

For Building and Land Purposes, the sum of .25 mills on each dollar of assessed valuation or the sum of .00025 on each dollar of assessed valuation.  Seconded by Franklin Ruch.  Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; John Wieczorek, yes, Franklin Ruch, yes and Kerry Verrastro, yes 4-0 vote. Motion carried.

Closing of the books for 2015 to include the interest for 2015, effective December 31, 2015.

MOTION 
John Wieczorek made a motion to close the books for 2015 including the interest for 2015, effective December 31, 2015. Seconded by Kerry Verrastro. Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; John Wieczorek, yes, Franklin Ruch, yes and Kerry Verrastro, yes 4-0 vote. Motion carried.

Ratify appointing Jeffrey Frace as Officer in Charge (effective December 4 to December 28, 2015)

MOTION 
Franklin Ruch made a motion to appoint Jeffrey Frace as Officer in Charge while Chief of Police in on vacation to December 28, 2015.  Seconded by Kerry Verrastro.   Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; John Wieczorek, yes, Franklin Ruch, yes and Kerry Verrastro, yes 4-0 vote. Motion carried.

Letter of Credits Summit Ridge and Sage Meadows
MOTION 
John Wieczorek made a motion to accept Summit Ridge Letter of Credit in the amount of $1,678,000.29. Expiration December 31, 2016. Seconded by Kerry Verrastro.  Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; John Wieczorek, yes, Franklin Ruch, yes and Kerry Verrastro, yes 4-0 vote. Motion carried.

MOTION 
John Wieczorek made a motion to accept Sage Meadows Letter of Credit in the amount of $201,168.80.  Expiration December 31, 2016.  Seconded by Bruce Steigerwalt. Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; John Wieczorek, yes, Franklin Ruch, yes and Kerry Verrastro, yes 4-0 vote. Motion carried.

Application for Part Time Road Department Snow Plower Christopher Moses
Franklin Ruch and Bruce Steigerwalt interviewed Christopher Moses.  He does not have a CDL however he does have snow plowing experience in small trucks
MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to hire Christopher Moses for part time snow plowing for the 2015-2016 season.   Seconded by Bruce Steigerwalt.   Shawn Haggerty, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; John Wieczorek, yes, Franklin Ruch, yes and Kerry Verrastro, yes 5-0 vote. Motion carried.

OFFICIALS:
Audie Mertz, Chief of Police
Drug Task Force Participation

MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to authorize participation in Drug Task Force, and the Board will take a look at in six months.  Seconded by Shawn Haggerty.  Shawn Haggerty, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; John Wieczorek, yes, Franklin Ruch, yes and Kerry Verrastro, yes 5-0 vote. Motion carried.
Audie Mertz, Chief of Police

Requested approval to purchase steel bench and hand cuff bar to bolt to floor in garage which will allow them to temporary secure prisoners.  

MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to authorize the purchase of steel bench and hand cuff bar at a cost not to exceed $1000.00.  Seconded by Shawn Haggerty.  Shawn Haggerty, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; John Wieczorek, yes, Franklin Ruch, yes and Kerry Verrastro, yes 5-0 vote. Motion carried.

John Wieczorek recognized Kerry Verrastro for her service to the township.  

Franklin Ruch concerned with articles being published in the Times News.  Are we reorganizing our police department and getting rid of part time?  Shared that we did not reorganize.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:55PM.  Seconded by Bruce Steigerwalt. Shawn Haggerty, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; John Wieczorek, yes, Franklin Ruch, yes and Kerry Verrastro, yes 5-0 vote. Motion carried.
Respectfully Submitted,

Natalie D. Haggerty 

Secretary-Treasurer















