
MAHONING TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING

MINUTES


January 11, 2017

CALL TO ORDER:
Franklin Ruch called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm at the Mahoning Township Building, 2685 Mahoning Drive East, Lehighton, PA 18235

PRESENT:

Franklin Ruch, Chairman; John Wieczorek, Vice Chairman; Bruce Steigerwalt, Supervisor; Robert Slaw, Supervisor; Brian Reeser, Supervisor; Thomas Nanovic, Solicitor and Natalie D. Haggerty, Secretary-Treasurer
PUBLIC COMMENT: Twin Crest Drive is icy.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

MOTION

Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to approve the Minutes of the September 7, 2016 Inter Municipal Liquor License Meeting.  Seconded by Brian Reeser. John Wieczorek, abstain; Franklin Ruch, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Brian Reeser, yes and Robert Slaw, abstain 3-0 vote Motion carried. 

John Wieczorek made a motion to approve the Minutes of the November 2, 2016 Board of Supervisors Meeting.  Seconded by Bruce Steigerwalt. John Wieczorek, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Brian Reeser; abstain and Robert Slaw, yes 4-0 vote Motion carried. 

Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to approve the Minutes of the December 7, 2016 Board of Supervisors Meeting.  Seconded by John Wieczorek. John Wieczorek, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Brian Reeser, abstain and Robert Slaw, yes 4-0 vote Motion carried. 

Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to approve the Minutes of the December 7, 2016 Board of Supervisors Workshop.  Seconded by Franklin Ruch. John Wieczorek, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Brian Reeser, abstain and Robert Slaw, yes 4-0 vote Motion carried. 

John Wieczorek made a motion to approve the Minutes of the January 3, 2017 Board of Supervisors Reorganization.  Seconded by Bruce Steigerwalt. John Wieczorek, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Brian Reeser, yes and Robert Slaw, yes 5-0 vote Motion carried. 

APPROVAL OF TRANFERS:

MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to approve the following transfers:
$537.97 Residential Street Light Money Market to General Checking

Seconded by Bruce Steigerwalt.  John Wieczorek, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Brian Reeser, yes and Robert Slaw. 5-0 vote.  Motion carried. 

MOTION

Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to approve the following transfers:

$595.20 Residential Fire Hydrant Money Market to General Checking

Seconded by John Wieczorek.  John Wieczorek, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Brian Reeser, yes and Robert Slaw. 5-0 vote.  Motion carried. 

APPROVAL OF TREASURERS REPORT: December 2016
MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to approve the Treasurers Report for December 2016.  Seconded by Brian Reeser. John Wieczorek, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Brian Reeser, yes and Robert Slaw 5-0 vote.  Motion carried.  

PAYMENT OF BILLS AND PAYROLLS: 
MOTION
Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to approve 
Bill List #422 in the amount of $38,928.41 (December 31, 2016)

General Check’s #21147-#21153

Building Land Check #1205

Subdivision Land Development Check #172-#173

Seconded by John Wieczorek.  John Wieczorek, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes Brian Reeser, yes and Robert Slaw 5-0 vote.  Motion carried.  

MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to approve 

Bill List #423 in the amount of $140,400.74

General Check’s #21154-#21204

Payroll Check’s #13959-#13961

State Check’s #1511-#1513

Road Machinery Check #351

Subdivision Land Development Check #174

Seconded by Bruce Steigerwalt. John Wieczorek, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes Brian Reeser, yes and Robert Slaw 5-0 vote.  Motion carried.  

APPROVAL OF REPORTS:

MOTION
Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to approve the following reports:
Mahoning Township Road Department Activity Report for December 5, 2016 to December31, 2016
Mahoning Township Planning Commission Meeting Minutes November 15, 2016

Mahoning Township Equipment and Fuel Log December 2016
Save Carbon County PennEast UGI Pipeline Project December 2016

Mahoning Township Board of Auditors Minutes January 4, 2017

Mahoning Township Zoning Officer Report for December 2016

Mahoning Township Building Code Official Report for December 2016
Seconded by Brian Reeser.  John Wieczorek, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes, Brian Reeser, yes and Robert Slaw, yes 4-0 vote.   Motion carried. 
NEW BUSINESS:
Dack Carbon Associates (Parking Requirements for Carbon Plaza Mall)

Bud Newton, Newton Engineering and Craig Jaffey, Carbon Plaza Mall present to discuss parking requirements for Carbon Plaza Mall. Dack Carbon is converting stock area of the Giant Food Store to retail area Dollar Tree.  Dack Carbon has owned Carbon Plaza Shopping Center, a mixed use commercial facility composed of retail, services, restaurants, entertainment, etc. since 1998. Market trends have changed for shopping centers to remain viable.  Current trends reduce brick and mortar retail and increase services, restaurant, entertainment uses in planned commercial projects.  It is recognize in the transportation engineering and planning community that mixed use projects result in less trips and parking demands than single use properties.  Mahoning Township Zoning Ordinance does not provide standards for parking requirements for shopping centers, however Ordinance 2006-4 provides that the required parking may be reduced by the Board of Supervisors to the number of spaces necessary for the use upon submission of empirical data documenting the parking requirements for the use such as current trip generation manual promulgated by the institute of traffic engineers or a study of the parking demands for the proposed use.  Empirical data from Urban Land Institute and referenced by the institute of Transportation Engineers based on 1999 data indicates that a parking ratio of 4.18 spaces per thousand square feet of gross leasable area be provided based on the current mix of retail, restaurant, services and entertainment at Carbon Plaza. Recent trends in the transportation industry and major retailers are recommending 4 spaces per thousand square feet of leasable area.  Observation of parking demands during peak hour on one of the five busiest days of the year at Carbon Plaza indicated excess parking.  Therefore Dack Carbon requests that a parking standard of 4 spaces per thousand square feet of gross leasable area be approved.  Supervisors questioned the Giant Food Store converting space for beer/wine and sandwich shop and if that impacts the parking.  Question of if there is a way to switch around the business within.  In 2006 a plan was approved for 875 space.  We need 48 spaces above the 875.  The consensus of the supervisors is to get input from the township engineer and bring it back to the agenda in two weeks. 

MOTION

Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to have the township engineer review the parking requirement standards provided by Bud Newton and act on this particular incident knowing our standards may change thru zoning ordinance update.  Revisit this in two weeks.  No need for the engineer to go out and measure applicable spaces just review his report.  Seconded by John Wieczorek. John Wieczorek, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Brian Reeser, yes and Robert Slaw, yes 5-0 vote.   Motion carried. 
Sherry Modules motion to forward to DEP

MOTION
Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to forward Sherry modules to DEP.  Seconded by Franklin Ruch.  John Wieczorek, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Brian Reeser, yes and Robert Slaw, yes 5-0 vote.   Motion carried. 
O’Brien Modules motion forward to DEP
MOTION
Franklin Ruch made a motion to forward O’Brien modules to DEP.  Seconded by Brian Reeser.  John Wieczorek, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, abstain; Brian Reeser, yes and Robert Slaw, yes 4-0 vote.   Motion carried. 
OLD BUSINESS:

Municipal Authority Member

MOTION

Robert Slaw made a motion to reappoint David Heintzelmen to the Mahoning Township Municipal Authority for a five year term. Seconded by John Wieczorek.   John Wieczorek, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Brian Reeser, yes and Robert Slaw, yes 5-0 vote.   Motion carried. Bruce Steigerwalt stated conditioned upon receiving copy of monthly meeting minutes. 
Tax Collector Commission
MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to increase tax collector commission to 2.25%.  Seconded by Bruce Steigerwalt.  John Wieczorek, yes; Franklin Ruch, no; Bruce Steigerwalt, no; Brian Reeser, no and Robert Slaw, yes 2-3 vote.   Motion fails 

MOTION

Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to increase tax collector commission to 2.5%.  Seconded by Robert Slaw.  John Wieczorek, no; Franklin Ruch, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Brian Reeser, yes and Robert Slaw, yes 4-1 vote.   Motion carried. 
Resolution 2017-11 Carbon County 2015 Hazard Vulnerability Assessment and Mitigation Plan Update
MOTION 

Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to adopt Resolution 2017-11 Carbon County 2015 Hazard Vulnerability Assessment and Mitigation Plan Update.  Seconded By Brian Reeser.   John Wieczorek, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Brian Reeser and Robert Slaw, yes 5-0 vote.   Motion carried. 

Resolution 2017-12 Carbon County 2015 Hazard Mitigation Plan
MOTION 

Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to table Resolution 2017-12 Carbon County 2015 Hazard Mitigation Plan.  Seconded by Franklin Ruch.  John Wieczorek, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Robert Slaw, yes and Brian Reeser, yes 5-0 vote.   Motion carried.
CORESPONDENCE:

John Wieczorek made a motion to accept and place on file the correspondence dated January 11, 2017.  Seconded by Bruce Steigerwalt. John Wieczorek, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Robert Slaw, yes and Brian Reeser 5-0 vote.  Motion carried. 
**** LTL CONSULTANTS PETER EISENBROWN, TOWNSHIP ENGINEER

RE:  O’BRIEN MINOR SUBDIVISION PLAN REVIEW

****LTL CONSULTANTS, PETER EISENBROWN, TOWNSHIP ENGINEER

RE:  SHERRY MINOR SUBDIVISION PLAN REVIEW

****MCCULLIONS AIR CONDITIONING, HEATING AND ELECTRICAL SALES & SERVICES, INC., LARRY McCULLION

RE:  NOTICE OF CHANGE OF NAME L&S ELECTRICAL CONSTRUCTION TO McCULLIONS AIR CONDITIONING  

****PA DEPT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, BHARAT PATEL, ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAM MANAGER, CLEAN WATER PROGRAM

RE:  MELO SUBDIVISION EXEMPTION APPROVAL LETTER

****PA DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION

RE:  WINTER 2016 NEWS LETTER

****PENN DOT TECHNICAL INFORMATION SHEET #180

****NANOVIC LAW OFFICES, THOMAS NANOVIC

RE:  MAHONING TOWNSHIP/UGI CENTRAL PENN GAS/LNG STORAGE CONTAINER REQUIREMENT REVIEW

****TOM NANOVIC AND CARL FAUST

RE:  EMAIL DISCUSSION INVOLVING HECKMAN PROPERTY

****RICHARD GROSS, RESIDENT

RE:  POLICE COVERAGE CONCERNS

****PSATS NEWSLETTER, FALL 2016 EDITION

****PSATS TOWNSHIP LEGAL DEFENSE NOVEMBER 2016 NEWSLETTER

****ALICIA MIECZKOWSKI, RESIDENT

RE:  VOICED PROPERTY CONCERNS

****ZONING APPEAL, PAVLACK VS. ZONING BOARD OF MAHONING TOWNSHIP VS. LEHIGHTON KIA

****LEIDOS, ROBERT BEARD, PROJECT MANAGER

RE:  2016 ANNUAL DOWNSTREAM NOTIFICATIONS, NEW ENGLAND MOTOR FREIGHT

****NEWTON ENGINEERING, HAROLD NEWTON

RE:  CARBON PLAZA MALL PARKING REQUIREMENT

****COMMONWEALTH OF PA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

RE:  INVITE TO PA FARM SHOW JAN 11, 2017

****MARK NALESNIK, CARBON COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY

RE:  CODE RED EMERGENCY ALERT SYSTEM REGISTRATION NOTICE

***ALECIA MIECZKOWSKI, 328 MAHONING DRIVE EAST

RE: LETTER OF COMPLAINT PROPERTIES OF 316 AND 269 MAHONING DRIVE EAST

Carl will address
Question on the KIA Zoning Appeal.  The issue with Pavlak and KIA and will go to Court of Common Pleas. 
OFFICIALS:

Robert Slaw: Attended UCC Appeals Board Meeting the other night, I was in opposition of the appeal.  The appeal was regarding the stair tower and reducing 90 inches to 60 inches for reason of no railing. Sinks in the hallway not in bathrooms.  School designed for 1300 students. 

Carl Faust: EDUs were paid for Dollar Tree. Heckman, letters were sent out

John Wieczorek: Bruce Steigerwalt and Robert Slaw will need to get petitions if they intend on running. 

Bruce Steigerwalt: Question how the Municipal Authority determines EDU’s.  Carl one EDU per bathroom.  IPad (Natalie will investigate cost)

Franklin Ruch:  Needs a brief executive session for personnel at the conclusion of meeting. 
ADJOURNMENT:
MOTION

Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:54 PM.  Seconded by Brian Reeser. John Wieczorek, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Brian Reeser, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Robert Slaw 5-0 vote. Motion carried.
Respectfully Submitted,

Natalie D. Haggerty 

Secretary-Treasurer















