
MAHONING TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING

MINUTES


July 26, 2017


CALL TO ORDER:
Franklin Ruch called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM at the Mahoning Township Building, 2685 Mahoning Drive East, Lehighton, PA 18235

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Franklin Ruch led the Pledge of Allegiance
PRESENT:

Franklin Ruch, Chairman; John Wieczorek, Vice Chairman; Bruce Steigerwalt, Supervisor; Robert Slaw, Supervisor; Thomas Nanovic, Solicitor and Natalie D. Haggerty, Secretary-Treasurer
PUBLIC COMMENT: No public comment
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
John Wieczorek made a motion to approve the Minutes of the July 12, 2017 Board of Supervisors Meeting.  Seconded by Bruce Steigerwalt. John Wieczorek, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Robert Slaw, yes 4-0 vote.  Motion carried. 
NEW BUSINESS:
Resolution 2017-16 Police Pension Contribution
MOTION:
Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to adopt Resolution 2017-16 Police Pension Contribution.  Seconded by Franklin Ruch.  John Wieczorek, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Robert Slaw, yes 4-0 vote.  Motion carried. 
Act 172 Real Estate Income Tax Credit for Volunteer Fire and Ambulance

Discussion took place with regards to Act 172 which provides municipalities with the option to offer a real estate or earned income tax credit to active members of volunteer fire company and ambulance volunteers (not paid).  You must meet service credit criteria established by the municipality through talks with fire chief and ambulance representative to determine who would be eligible for tax credit.  The real estate tax credit is limited at 20% of the municipal real estate tax and the earned income tax credit is set at a flat amount.  Bruce Steigerwalt asked Mark Ebbert, Fire Chief to provide list of volunteers that reside in Mahoning Township.  The township would have to start firstly with establishing criteria, need list of all standards that would be qualified.  Reward for the guys that volunteer in our community. 
Heil-Harkness Subdivision

Mahoning Township Planning Commission recommended conditional approval, conditions of mylar, plans signed and notarized.  Before recording they must get the plans stamped by the county. 

MOTION

Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to grant final approval of the Heil Harkness Subdivision Plans.  Seconded by Franklin Ruch.  John Wieczorek, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Robert Slaw, yes 4-0 vote.  Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS: 
KIA Letter of Credit
Tom Nanovic shared no reduction request has been made and they have a bond. 
Vacating of Roads

Frank Ruch asked Tom if he will be moving onto the next road on the list. Comments on Long Hollow Lane, John Davis discovered that a small piece is not vacated while working to remove from our liquid fuels mapping. We need to provide a description for Tom to move forward. 
Frank Ruch questioned Mark Ebbert if Lenny Miller was made aware of the Fair and Recycling Event.  Yes
Safety Committee 
Frank questioned if the Board wants to move ahead with this? Bruce said he would like to see it. Frank will send out some dates. 

CORRESPONDENCE:

John Wieczorek made a motion to accept and place on file the correspondence dated July 26, 2017. Seconded by Robert Slaw. Franklin Ruch, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Robert Slaw, yes. 4-0 vote Motion carried
*** NANOVIC LAW OFFICES, THOMAS NANOVIC

RE:  MAHONING VALLEY / TRI VALLEY LETTER INFORMING TOWNSHIP ROAD OCCUPANCY PERMIT IS NEEDED

COMMENT: Tom will send out given ok. 
***NANOVIC LAW OFFICES, THOMAS NANOVIC

RE:  COPY OF ORDINANCE 2015-3 VACATION OF A PORTION OF OLD TROXELLS ROAD

***TOM NANOVIC

RE:  COPY OF SECTION OF SECOND CLASS TOWNSHIP CODE ADDRESSING VACANCIES

***TOM NANOVIC

RE:  COPY OF SECTION OF SECOND CLASS TOWNSHIP CODE ADDRESSING REMOVING AND TRIMMING TREES

*** CERTIFICATE OF RECYCLING, WENDY GORDON, GENERAL MANAGER

RE:  NOTICE OF ITEMS DESTROYED FROM RECYCLING EVENT.

COMMENT: 3tons in fifty minutes. 
*** LETTER OF INTEREST TO FULFILL SUPERVISORS POSITION

**** MICHAEL NONNEMACHER, 

RE:  LCRC MEETING NOTICE JULY 27

COMMENT: Bruce Steigerwalt will attend. 
***LTAP CHAINSAW SAFETY TRAINING & DEMO COURSE

***TAYLOR WISEMAN & TAYLOR, JOSEPH DIGIROLAMO, PROJECT MANAGER

RE:  SUBMISSION OF PLAN SHEETS FOR FINAL DESIGN OF SR 443 PROJECT

***BRENT GREEN

RE:  ANNUAL CONVENTION DINNER PLANNING MEETING AGENDA

COMMENT: John shared that we met in July for convention planning and Brent Green may not need to have an additional meeting

. 
***NEPA ALLIANCE 2017 ANNUAL DINNER REGISTRATION

***PSATS SUMMER EDITION

***CARBON BUILDERS ASSOCIATION

RE:  BINGO EVENT NOTICE

***COSTARS CONNECTION SUMMER 2017

***MAHONING VALLEY VOLUNTEER FIRE CO. NO 1, JAY MICHALIK, ASST CHIEF

RE: INFORMING OF ANNUAL CELEBRATION OF COMMUNITY EVENT ON SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 16, 2017 AT FIRE STATION. CLOSURE OF ROAD APPLICATION MADE TO PENNDOT BETWEEN MILL ROAD AND SPRINGHOUSE ROAD 

COMMENT: County Convention is the same day as Celebration of Community event.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Police Committee: 
Robert and I met with Audie.  Robert shared that Audie is requesting two computers for the police cars at a cost of $3500.00 each.  There is a tracking program for phones that he is interested in at a cost of $30/month of each phone.   
Road Committee: 
Equipment 

· Back hoe manifold leak, cost of $500 plus towing or hauling to Ag Industrial
· Air Conditioner $750 plus parts and labor.  Committee put on hold this year

· Mower Tractor needs a part for air conditioner, the reastat at $500

· Roller, Medico was here and determined it’ the starter.  Problem with safety switches.  Kill switch works, the other neutral switch there is a flat spot on the starter. Bruce asked to get an estimate from both companies for starter and installation with work done at the township. 
· Generator is repaired

· White Dodge wheel bearings are repaired.

Roads
· 245 Westside Road nothing has been done regarding drainage issue. The drainage ditch that discharges water is blocked with sediment.  The road crew with permission of property owner needs to get in there and extend pipe.
MOTION:

Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to have road crew do work at 245 Westside Road.  Seconded by Franklin Ruch.  John Wieczorek, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Robert Slaw, yes 4-0 vote.  Motion carried.

Further up the hill there are inlets completely blocked because a property owner filled the discharge.  The township needs a legal document giving us an easement. Discuss in executive session. 

· Christopher Neel, Springhill Road, his foundation collapsed and it is in the right of way, its creating a safety issue. The property owner needs to create a wall or slope the embankment. Tom will set up a meeting with property owner, road committee and Nevin.  

· Committee gave Nevin a sequence of roads we want worked on with the funds available.

· We need a hierarchy of men, put something in writing and post. 

· Franklin Ruch spoke with DBI and relayed we were not satisfied with the spraying and didn’t get what we were supposed to. Told him that we will not be in their truck, they will have to send another man.  They will come back to spray.  

· Nevin is trying to get in contact with someone from Penn State Construction regarding roof. 

OFFICIALS:
Robert Slaw:
Do we have a trailer to pull backhoe? Consider purchase in the future. 
Bruce Steigerwalt: 
Scott Klotz, 865 Gilbert Hill Road is interested in serving on our Planning Commission. His term will be for the rest of 2017. 

MOTION

Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to appoint Scott Klotz to the Mahoning Township Planning Commission, filling the unexpired term of Shawn Haggerty.  Seconded by Robert Slaw.  Franklin Ruch, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Robert Slaw, yes 4-0 vote.  Motion carried. 

Attended COG Meeting, training for zipper will be mid-month. Do we have anything for COG Auction, does the township want to sale green truck? Asked Nevin to get a list together by next meeting. 
County Convention representatives are asking all municipalities to sponsor a basket. Bruce suggests give gift cards for convention from Giant and Walmart. 

MOTION

Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to purchase two $25.00 gift cards for convention.  Seconded by John Wieczorek.  Seconded by John Wieczorek.   Franklin Ruch, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Robert Slaw, yes 4-0 vote.  Motion carried. 

Carl Faust: Violation update of 65 Pine Street, I will be looking at later this week.  Concrete Jungle did not submit a site plan.  Advised they need to do so; but I haven’t heard anything. 

MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to authorize Carl to precede forward to the magistrate.  Seconded by John Wieczorek.   Franklin Ruch, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Robert Slaw, yes 4-0 vote.  Motion carried. 
Non-traffic violation filed at magistrate regarding neighbor of 328 Mahoning Drive East complaint.  Sent letter to owner of race track regarding circus. 

Mark Ebbert: Is LSA grant money still available? Yes.  Would the township be willing to apply to replace the brush truck?  

MOTION

Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to have fire company submit application we will pay the $100.00 application fee.  Seconded by Franklin Ruch. Franklin Ruch, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Robert Slaw, yes 4-0 vote.  Motion carried. 

Franklin Ruch: Requested an executive session at conclusion of meeting for personnel. 

ADJOURNMENT:
MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:10PM.  Seconded by Bruce Steigerwalt. Franklin Ruch, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Robert Slaw 4-0 vote. Motion carried. 
Respectfully Submitted,

Natalie D. Haggerty 

Secretary-Treasurer
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