
MAHONING TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING

MINUTES


June 14, 2017


CALL TO ORDER:
Franklin Ruch called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM at the Mahoning Township Building, 2685 Mahoning Drive East, Lehighton, PA 18235

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Franklin Ruch led the Pledge of Allegiance
PRESENT:

Franklin Ruch, Chairman; John Wieczorek, Vice Chairman; Bruce Steigerwalt, Supervisor; Robert Slaw, Supervisor; Thomas Nanovic, Solicitor and Natalie D. Haggerty, Secretary-Treasurer
ABSENT:

Brian Reeser, Supervisor

PUBLIC HEARING
Vacate Long Hollow Lane (T-423)
Legal notice advertised on May 31, 2017 and ordinance is prepared to be adopted. 
Franklin Ruch: The township wants to vacate Long Hollow Lane because the length of roadway, one home is located on it and the township cannot recoup the cost to bring it up to standard. Also, the plow truck must go up and then back down the road.  Bruce Steigerwalt: .07 miles of road, Paving cost estimated at 82.5 ton at $5200.00 plus crew hours of five at $800.00. Estimated total cost to bring up to standard $6000.00.  The township receives $218,437.00 in State Liquid Fuels.  There are 43.8miles of township road.  The township receives $368.00 in Liquid Fuels monies for Long Hollow Lane it would take sixteen years to recoup $6000.00.  This dollar amount does not include grass cutting, shoulder work or winter maintenance. Franklin Ruch shared the width of the right of way reverts back to Beck, subject to the twenty five foot private easement on the south side of the road.  Devin Kline 125 Long Hollow Lane understands the maintenance issue.  However, he has two young children and if there would be an emergency I need to get out. Also, he is a healthcare employee, he has to go to work even in a state of emergency.  If it is an issue with turning around they can use my driveway, all we care about is winter maintenance.  He asked if Beck has responsibility to maintain the private easement? He has no obligation to maintain it.  However, if Beck does use the private easement, he probably does have some responsibility to maintain it.  Kline asked what is reverted back to me? Nothing, the width of the right of way reverts back to Beck, subject to the twenty-five foot private easement on the south side of the road. Do I need to do anything with my deed?  Don’t need to. How does this affect our taxes? Can’t answer that.  Franklin Ruch asked if there are any other questions from the public? None
Ordinance #2017-2 Vacate Long Hollow Lane

MOTION: 

John Wieczorek made a motion to adopt Ordinance #2017-2 Vacate Long Hollow Lane.  Seconded by Bruce Steigerwalt.  Franklin Ruch, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Robert Slaw.  4-0 vote.  Motion carried. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Bernard Mieczkowski 328 Mahoning Drive East present to share ongoing issue with his neighbor’s deplorable property of 316 Mahoning Drive East.  I submitted several written complaints. Carl says the neighbor is working on cleaning it up. I’m not happy with result. It affects my property value. Carl needs to give a deadline to clean up trash and cut the overgrowth. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
MOTION 

John Wieczorek made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 24, 2017 Board of Supervisors Meeting.  Seconded by Franklin Ruch. Franklin Ruch, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Robert Slaw.  4-0 vote.  Motion carried. 

MOTION

Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to approve the minutes of the June 1, 2017 Bid Open/Award Seal Coat and Road Projects 2017 as corrected (Correction of motion to award seal coat bid to AMS at a cost of $51,288.30). Seconded by John Wieczorek.  Franklin Ruch, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Robert Slaw.  4-0 vote.  Motion carried. 

APPROVAL OF TRANSFERS:

MOTION 
Franklin Ruch made a motion to approve the following transfers:

$537.97 Residential Street Light Money Market to General Checking

$2,380.80 Residential Fire Hydrant Money Market to General Checking

$18,051.87General Checking to Payroll Checking (pay date 5/18/17)

$15,258.53 General Checking to Payroll Checking (pay date 5/25/17)

$12,711.69 General Checking to Payroll Checking (pay date 6/1/17)

$14,340.67 General Checking to Payroll Checking (pay date 6/8/17)

$22,928.99 General Checking to Payroll Checking (pay date 6/15/17)

Seconded by John Wieczorek. Franklin Ruch, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Robert Slaw.  4-0 vote.  Motion carried. 

TREASURERS REPORT:
MOTION 
Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to approve the Treasurers Report for May 2017. Seconded by Franklin Ruch. Franklin Ruch, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Robert Slaw.  4-0 vote.  Motion carried. 

PAYMENT OF BILLS AND PAYROLLS:

MOTION:

Franklin Ruch made a motion to approve the following bills and payrolls:

Bill List #428 in the amount of $168,144.83

General Check’s #21394-#21440

State Check’s #1535-#1539

Road Machinery Check’s #1008-#1012

Special Equipment Check #1002

Seconded by John Wieczorek.  Franklin Ruch, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Robert Slaw.  4-0 vote.  Motion carried. 

APPROVAL OF REPORTS:

MOTION:

Franklin Ruch made a motion to approve the following reports:

Mahoning Township Road Department Activity Report for May 8, 2017- June 9, 2017

Mahoning Township Equipment Fuel Log May 2017

Save Carbon County PennEast/UGI Pipeline May 2017 Report

Mahoning Township SEO Report April 4, 2017-June 2, 2017

Mahoning Township Zoning Hearing Board Minutes June 6, 2017

Seconded by Bruce Steigerwalt. Franklin Ruch, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Robert Slaw.  4-0 vote.  Motion carried. 

NEW BUSINESS:
Estimates for Fixing Pickup Truck
Received estimates from W. H. Polk and Fritz Automotive to repair the Ford Pickup Truck.  

MOTION:

Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to have W.H. Polk Automotive make the repairs to the Ford Pickup Truck at a cost of $755.00. Seconded by Franklin Ruch. Franklin Ruch, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Robert Slaw.  4-0 vote.  Motion carried. 
Recycling Event

Look into scheduling another event, the truck was filled in 45minutes. Franklin Ruch is in favor of hosting another event and sends apologies to residents. Reach out to company and get available dates and cost of two trucks.  
OLD BUSINESS: 
Community Planning and Management LLC Agreement: TABLE
Send Tom Nanovic’s review letter to Carson as well as Lehighton Borough and Franklin Township.  Send letter to governing bodies initiating a kick off meeting prior to zoning officers meeting. 
CORRESPONDENCE:

John Wieczorek made a motion to accept and place on file the correspondence dated June 14, 2017. Seconded by Bruce Steigerwalt. Franklin Ruch, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Robert Slaw, yes. 4-0 vote.  Motion carried. 
*** NANOVIC LAW OFFICES, THOMAS NANOVIC

RE:  COMMUNITY PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT REVIEW

*** NANOVIC LAW OFFICES, THOMAS NANOVIC

RE:  REHABILITATION OF TOWNSHIP BUILDING / SUNSHINE ACT

*** NANOVIC LAW OFFICES, THOMAS NANOVIC

RE:  COMMUNITY PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT DRAFT AGREEMENT REVIEW

*** BOROUGH OF LEHIGHTON, BRENDA KOONS, BOROUGH SECRETARY

RE:  COPY OF MAP GRANT

*** BOROUGH OF NESQUEHONING, RONISUE AHNER, SECRETARY/TREASURER

RE:  REQUEST FOR FIRE POLICE ASSISTANCE FOR THE CARBON COUNTY VETERANS DAY PARADE

MOTION: Franklin Ruch made a motion to allow fire police to help out with Veterans Day Parade.  Seconded by John Wieczorek.  Franklin Ruch, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Robert Slaw, yes 4-0 vote. Motion carried.  
*** COMMUNITY PLANNING & MANAGEMENT, LLC, CARSON HELFRICH

RE:  ZONING ORDINANCE UPDATES

***BLUE MOUNTAIN INSPECTION, CARL FAUST

RE:  ZONING VIOLATION, CONCRETE JUNGLE

*** PA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION LOCAL TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

RE:  NOTIFICATION OF COURSE:  ASPHALT ROADS COMMON MAINTENANCE PROBLEMS

MOTION: Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to authorize Nevin Fry to attend course based upon if his schedule allows. Bruce amended his motion to tell him to attend.  Seconded by Franklin Ruch.  Franklin Ruch, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Robert Slaw, yes 4-0 vote. Motion carried. 
*** RESIDENT COMPLAINT OF PROPERTY CONDITION, 65 PINE STREET, PACKERTON

OFFICIALS:
Robert Slaw

Asked to look at the plans for renovation of building. 

Bruce Steigerwalt

Nevin and I met with Corey Reph, PennDOT and discussed the intersection of Route 443 and Gilbert Hill Road and the issues of icing and what we can do to get water draining properly. PennDOT will have a crew cut back shoulder.  Also discussed agility program and the damage to our truck.  

Training for the asphalt zipper machine is not scheduled to date. Waiting upon an email for when and where.  

MOTION:

Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to send Mark Hansler, Nevin Frey and Ronald Reeser to asphalt zipper training.  Seconded by Franklin Ruch.  Franklin Ruch, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Robert Slaw, yes. 4-0 vote.  Motion carried. 

In regard to Bernie Mieczkowski complaints about high grass share with Carl and coordinate with Audie.  Swarcheck and Seabolt old properties is becoming an issue with high grass as well. 
Franklin Ruch broke for an executive session for legal and personnel at 7:15PM. Called back to order at 7:30 PM.  
MOTION 

John Wieczorek made a motion to approve the Settlement Agreement, Grievance # 20090.  Seconded by Robert Slaw.  Franklin Ruch, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Robert Slaw, yes. 4-0 vote.  Motion carried. 

ADJOURNMENT:
MOTION

Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:35PM.  Seconded by John Wieczorek. Franklin Ruch, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Robert Slaw 4-0 vote. Motion carried.
Respectfully Submitted,

Natalie D. Haggerty
Secretary-Treasurer
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