
MAHONING TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS PUBLIC HEARING

MINUTES


SEPTEMBER 7, 2016

CALL TO ORDER:
Franklin Ruch called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm at the Mahoning Township Building, 2685 Mahoning Drive East, Lehighton, PA 18235

Franklin Ruch led the pledge of allegiance 
PRESENT:

Franklin Ruch, Vice Chairman (via phone); Bruce Steigerwalt, Supervisor; Brian Reeser, Supervisor; Thomas Nanovic, Solicitor and Natalie D. Haggerty, Secretary-Treasurer
ABSENT:

John Wieczorek, Chairman

PUBLIC HEARING
Franklin Ruch Vice Chairman this hearing is requested by Giant Food Stores, LLC 1241 Blakeslee Boulevard they are seeking intermunicipal transfer of a restaurant liquor license from Kidder Township to Mahoning Township.  
Stanley J. Wolowski, Flaherty & O’Hara: Represents Giant Food Stores, LLC. 
Act 141 of 2000 authorizes the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board to allow a liquor license to be transferred to one municipality to another municipality. Giant will be operating a restaurant inside a remodeled grocery store in which intends to sell beer and plans to sell beer from within a restaurant for consumption on premises in the restaurant.  They ask we adopt the resolution it will not adversely affect the health or welfare of residents.  
1. Why it qualifies. There will be a separate restaurant area within the lower right hand corner of store.  The restaurant will be open M-S 7:00 AM to 10:00 PM. Sun. 9:00AM-10:00PM.  There are currently 320 grocery stores within the state of PA with a liquor license. 
2. Why Giant Food Stores wants a liquor license. They want to sell beer and wine for convenience of customers. No hard liquor will be sold.  It will be a segregated area, no draft beer will be sold.  Giant house rule if you want to purchase a beer you must purchase food.  100% proof must be shown of valid ID.  There is a transaction scan device to determine if valid.  All employees will be required to do RAMP training. 
3. Alcohol served.   If there is any patron of extreme intoxication they cannot be served.  There is a two six pack limit and four bottle of wine limit for purchase. 
4. Policies and procedures. There are policies and procedures in place at the other Giant Stores in Pennsylvania.  None of those other stores have ever been cited.  In conclusion, Giant wants a liquor license to sell beer and wine in a responsible manner; for those reasons we ask you adopt the request of liquor license transfer. 
Franklin Ruch asked the Board if they have any questions.  Supervisor Bruce Steigerwalt asked which existing right corner within the store and if there is a gate that closes that area?  Josh Erb, Manager Sales and Merchandising Giant Food stores answered the right hand vestibule area from the inside mall entrance and there will be locks and the area will be theater style roped off. Bruce Steigerwalt also asked if anyone else within the mall has a liquor license.  Reply of Pizza Comma sells beer. 
Resident Victor Leidy commented he thinks it’s a good idea. 

MOTION
Brian Reeser made a motion to adopt Resolution 2016-12 approving the transfer of restaurant liquor license into Mahoning Township from Kidder Township.  Seconded by Franklin Ruch.  Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Brian Reeser, yes 3-0 vote.  Motion carried. 
ADJOURNMENT:
MOTION

Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:28 PM.  Seconded by Brian Reeser. Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Brian Reeser 3-0 vote. Motion carried.
Respectfully Submitted,

Natalie D. Haggerty 

Secretary-Treasurer
















