
MAHONING TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISOR’S WORKSHOP MEETING

Wednesday, April 13, 2011


CALL TO ORDER:

John Wieczorek called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. at the Mahoning Township Building, 2685 Mahoning Drive East, Lehighton, PA 18235

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

John Wieczorek led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
ROLL CALL:

PRESENT:

John Wieczorek, Chairman; Franklin Ruch, Vice-Chairman; Travis Steigerwalt, Supervisor; Linda Benner, Supervisor; Thomas Nanovic, Solicitor and Natalie D. Haggerty, Secretary-Treasurer
ABSENT:

George Stawnyczyj, Supervisor

OUTDOOR WOOD FIRED BURNERS

A public hearing was held to discuss, inform and receive public input on outdoor wood fired burner’s.  The question is whether the township develops an ordinance or have DEP regulate. 
Jack Finnegan, 706 Twin Crest Drive Lehighton.  Mr. Finnegan is present to listen; it is his fourth time in attendance and has nothing new to add.  The township needs to have control and I have some expectations. Mr. Finnegan requests consideration of a time frame for burning. 

Tim Eckhart, 225 Breezewood Drive Lehighton.  There were no regulations in the 80’s then in 2007 DEP and manufacturers got together and put together some criteria. This was all done for efficiency.   Why should the taxpayers pay for the enforcement of such ordinance if the state will enforce it? 
Jim and Susie Whitehead, 802 Twin Crest Drive Lehighton. They had no idea that the smoke was so severe . She agrees with DEP as far as education and will continue to educate to help burn cleaner.   Their emissions have improved.  Questioned raised regarding the residents using their burners to heat their domestic hot water. 

John Wieczorek questioned Board Members if the preference is to enact an ordinance or go with DEP regulations.  Travis Steigerwalt is concerned with the response time of DEP.  He would like DEP to enforce but would like a nuisance clause.  Franklin Ruch’s preference is to have DEP enforce.  Linda Benner and John Wieczorek wish to develop an ordinance.   The issues are time frame in which to burn, stack height, set backs from property lines and the nearest residence, acreage requirement and restricting in certain zoning districts.  
John Wieczorek requested a brief executive session  for personnel matters. 

ADJOURNMENT:
MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 PM.  Seconded by Linda Benner. John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; and Linda Benner, yes. 4-0 vote. Motion carried.
Respectfully Submitted,

Natalie D. Haggerty










Secretary-Treasurer
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