
MAHONING TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISOR’S MEETING

Monday, February 22, 2010


CALL TO ORDER:

John Wieczorek called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at the Mahoning Township Building, 2685 Mahoning Drive East, Lehighton, PA 18235

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

John Wieczorek led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
ROLL CALL:

PRESENT:

John Wieczorek, Chairman; Travis Steigerwalt, Vice-Chairman; George Stawnyczyj, Supervisor; Franklin Ruch, Supervisor; Linda Benner, Supervisor; Thomas Nanovic, Solicitor and Natalie D. Haggerty, Secretary-Treasurer
QUESTIONS ON OR ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:

None
PUBLIC COMMENT:
Mary Lou Harvan, 58 Floral Lane Lehighton, PA-Thirty year resident of the township, concerns of the deterioration of Floral Lane, encourage preserving the country side in Mahoning (signs everywhere) and upset with the noise from the airport (night training).  John Wieczorek advised that it is practice to do road inspections in the spring and we will certainly make assessment of Floral Lane, the board is currently working on a sign ordinance and in reference to the airport about the noise will make contact with the airport.   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 8, 2010 Board of Supervisors Meeting with correction of the vote for Ordinance 2010-1. Change to a 4-1 vote the no vote from George Stawnyczyj.  Seconded by Linda Benner. John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes.  5-0 vote. Motion carried.
OLD BUSINESS:

Chief of Police Correspondence dated February 3, 2010 (SR 443 Speed Limit and Grist Mill Road and Fredericks Grove Road Stop Signs)
Travis Steigerwalt will arrange a meeting with the police committee and chief of police and report back to the board prior to the next meeting. Frank Ruch will make his questions to the chief.  
Escrow Accounts

Discussion took place with regards to establishing professional fees to be paid into an escrow account when a subdivision or land development is filed.  John Wieczorek will make inquiry for a copy of fee schedule from Penn Forest Township. 
NEW BUSINESS:

Landowner-Grantee Agreement for Mahoning Townships Participation in the NEPA Traffic Signal Conversion Program 
MOTION

Travis Steigerwalt made a motion to approve Landowner-Grantee Agreement for Mahoning Townships Participation in the NEPA Traffic Signal Conversion Program.  Seconded by George Stawnyczyj for discussion.  George Stawnyczyj questioned that they will hire the contractor to make the conversions and we use Lehighton Utility.  John Wieczorek will contact Judy Borger to get clarification as to who does the installation, who eventually will do the maintenance and who is responsible of future maintenance, can the township hire their own contractor.  Travis Steigerwalt withdrew his motion.  George Stawnyczyj withdrew his second.  

MOTION

Travis Steigerwalt made a motion to table Landowner-Grantee Agreement for Mahoning Townships Participation in the NEPA Traffic Signal Conversion Program.  Seconded by George Stawnyczyj.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes.  5-0 vote. Motion carried.

CORRESPONDENCE:

Franklin Ruch made a motion to approve and place on file correspondence dated February 22, 2010. Seconded by George Stawnyczyj. John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes. 5-0 vote.

****CARBON ENGINEERING, GREGORY S. HAAS, P.E.

RE: JEFFREY STROHL MINOR SUBDIVISION STORMWATER MANAGEMENT REPORT REVIEW COMMENTS 

****HOLLY HEINTZELMAN, MAHONING TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY ATTORNEY

RE: REQUESTING ON BEHALF OF THE AUTHORITY COPIES OF PLANS OF ANY LAND DEVELOPMENT/SUBDIVISION 

Comment: Discussion took place of whether or not Municipal Authority can have a copy of Land Development Plans. 
***NANOVIC LAW OFFICES, THOMAS S. NANOVIC, ESQUIRE

RE: PRD ORDINANCE, KAUFMAN AND BROAD, INC. VS. BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF WEST WHITELAND TOWNSHIP

****AUDIE MERTZ, MAHONING TOWNSHIP POLICE OFFICER

RE: REQUEST TO REPLACE GUTTERS

Comment: Have Road Department knock down the ice. 
***CMX ENGINEERING, TIMOTHY EDINGER 

RE: BARRY LEE AHNER SR & SUSAN J. AHNER FINAL REVERSE SUBDIVISION REVIEW COMMENTS

***JUDY JACOBS, 1588 UPPER NIS HOLLOW DRIVE LEHIGHTON, PA

RE: LETTER OF PRAISE TO OUR ROAD DEPARTMENT

***JUDY BORGER, DIRECTOR OF CARBON COUNTY OFFICE OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

RE: TWO UPCOMING WORKSHOPS-OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS-OPEN SPACE IS A COMMUNITY INVESTMENT AND REINVENTING COMMERCIAL STRIPS

***CHRIS STORM, CARBON COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT

RE: SMITH HOME PROJECT ADEQUACY REVIEW 

***RYAN BOWMAN, 607 GYPSY HILL LEHIGHTON, PA

RE: LETTER WITH REGARDS TO AN ARTICLE PUBLISHED IN THE TIMES NEWS ON FEBRUARY 10, 2010 REGARDING SNOW EMERGENCY

***BLUE MOUNTAIN HEALTH SYSTEMS, INVITATION TO THE NIGHT OF DECADENCE GALA, TO BE HELD ON MARCH 29, 2010

MOTION

George Stawnyczyj made a motion to grant Jeffrey Strohl Subdivision a 90-day extension (expiration of June 6, 2010).  Seconded by John Wieczorek.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes. 5-0 vote.

OFFICIALS:

George Stawnyczyj

· Questioned what is within the safety deposit box

Travis Steigerwalt

· Would fully support hiring a consultant to rewrite ordinances.  Attempted to make contact with Natural Lands Trust. 

Thomas Nanovic

· You don’t need a PRD provision in your zoning ordinance, my concern is if you eliminate your PRD Ordinance what ever uses are permitted in PRD’s that are not otherwise permitted in your zoning ordinance. 
George Stawnyczyj questioned Thomas Nanovic about utility easements on existing developments.  Is there a way to retroactively provide utility easements on existing private road right a ways?
Franklin Ruch

· Questions concerning the correspondence received from CMX. (PA Turnpike Project, CMX Engineering Review Comment Letter) Should this have all been done and approved before they went ahead and moved all the fill and made the mountain. Travis Steigerwalt advised the mountain is within East Penn Township. Do we know how much time we have to ensure all comments are addressed? 
· Correspondence from Judy Jacobs, glad to see our road department is out there and being professional

John Wieczorek

· Tax Committee by Law Meeting on February 24, 2010 and a Tax Committee meeting to be held in March. Question of issue of allotment of voting right for municipalities and what is the board’s preference.  The preference of the board is the weighted vote.  
· Natalie has information from Mauch Chunk Trust Company 

· Possible nonconforming lot question 
ADJOURNMENT:
MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:39 PM.  Seconded by George Stawnyczyj. John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried.
Respectfully Submitted,

Natalie D. Haggerty










Secretary-Treasurer
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