
MAHONING TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISOR’S MEETING

Monday, March 8, 2010


CALL TO ORDER:

John Wieczorek called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at the Mahoning Township Building, 2685 Mahoning Drive East, Lehighton, PA 18235

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

John Wieczorek led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
ROLL CALL:

PRESENT:

John Wieczorek, Chairman; Travis Steigerwalt, Vice-Chairman; George Stawnyczyj, Supervisor; Franklin Ruch, Supervisor; Linda Benner, Supervisor; Thomas Nanovic, Solicitor and Natalie D. Haggerty, Secretary-Treasurer
QUESTIONS ON OR ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:

None
PUBLIC COMMENT:

Debbie Binder, 1093 Strauss Valley Drive, Lehighton, PA- Interested in the Emergency Management Coordinator position for Mahoning Township.  She is active with the Ambulance Association as an EMT, Mahoning Valley Vol. Fire Co. #1 as fire police, the cert team since 2006 and she would like to help the township by serving on this vacancy. 

Victor Geiger, Present with an old plan that was approved and recorded in 2005.  A mistake was discovered on this plan Lynwood Estates Subdivision, lot #11 which has incorrect distance. Brought forth corrected drawings looking for signatures to record corrected plans. The dimension is listed as 287.02 and is actually 276.94. You cannot change anything in the record in order to make an adjustment you need to revise and correct the plan.  This will be recorded and supersede that dimension in lot 11 of the recorded plan. 
Thomas Nanovic advised to refer to the Planning Commission for review. 
MOTION

Travis Steigerwalt made a motion to grant conditional approval to the Lynwood Estates Land Development Plans based on the condition of the approval of the Mahoning Township Planning Commission.  Seconded by John Wieczorek. John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried

Jake Arner- Listened to our concerns about revising our SALDO and thinks it’s a noble cause but all zoning and all SALDO’s are suppose to follow the comprehensive plan which is being worked on and the reason is the comprehensive plan sets the goals and guidelines for the community to base your SALDO upon.  To revise a SALDO today especially when stormwater regulations are changing so much I think it would be the townships best interest financially and in planning wise to hold off seeing what those changes bring about.  John Wieczorek responded with reference to comment, spoke with Judy Borger looking to see what availability for a grant or fund to update ordinances or SALDO.  Her comment was that we are in a regional comprehensive plan effort and if we were to proceed with a request for grant funding the probability is not favorable.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 22, 2010 Board of Supervisors Meeting.  Seconded by Travis Steigerwalt. John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes.  5-0 vote. Motion carried.
APPROVAL OF TREASURER’S REPORT:  February 2010
MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report for February 2010. Seconded by Linda Benner. John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried
APPROVAL OF TRANSFERS:

MOTION

George Stawnyczyj made a motion to approve the following transfers:

$334.80 from Residential Fire Hydrant Money Market to General Checking

$537.97 Residential Street Light Money Market to General Checking

Seconded by Travis Steigerwalt.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried
PAYMENT OF BILLS AND PAYROLLS:

MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to approve payment of the following bills and payroll: 

Bill List #336 in the amount of $89,836.81
General Checks #17371-17407
Payroll Check #7840-7918
State Checks #1251-1253
Road Machinery Checks #221-223
Seconded by Linda Benner.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried 
APPROVAL OF REPORTS:

MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to approve the following reports:

Mahoning Township Equipment and Fuel Log for February 2010
Mahoning Township Zoning Officers’ Report for February 2010

Mahoning Township Planning Commission Minutes for January 26, 2010

Mahoning Township Road Crew Daily Work Log for February 8, 2010-March 5, 2010

Mahoning Township Zoning Hearing Board Minutes for February 2, 2010

Mahoning Township Police Report for February 2010

Mahoning Township Municipal Authority Minutes for January 20, 2010

Mahoning Valley Vol. Fire Co. #1 Report Year End 2009

Mahoning Township Sewage Enforcement Officer Activity Report 11/18/09-2/13/10

Carbon County Tax Collection Committee Minutes for February 17, 2010
Seconded by Franklin Ruch. John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried.  Travis Steigerwalt commented the Police Report is formatted differently reflecting totals month by month. 
OLD BUSINESS:

Landowner Grantee Agreement for Mahoning Townships Participation in the NEPA Traffic Signal Conversion Program
MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to approve the Landowner Grantee Agreement for Mahoning Township participation in the NEPA Traffic Signal Conversion Program.  Seconded by George Stawnyczyj.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried

Escrow Accounts for Professional Fees to be Paid When a Subdivision or Land Development is Filed

Discussion took place with regards to the comparison between Franklin Township and Mahoning Townships subdivision fees; we are waiting on a sample resolution form Penn Forest.  Place on next meeting agenda. 
Chief of Police Request of Lower Speed Limit Rte. 443 and Grist Mill Road and Fredericks Grove Road Stop Signs

The board feels no need at this time to change or add a stop sign.  The traffic coming north on Fredericks Grove Road can make the right onto Grist Mill Road or go through where as coming south the traffic comes to a stop. The lowering of the speed limit on Rte 443. John Wieczorek will discuss with chief and ask him for more information, questioning the procedure and is the PENNDOT recommendation final. Will bring back information for the next meeting. 
NEW BUSINESS:

Debra K. Binder, Request for Appointment of Municipal Emergency Management Coordinator Position
Contact Mark Nalesnik to verify if there is an assistant/alternate EMC and if Debra Binder is interested in serving as the alternate. 
Packerton Yards Land Development 

MOTION
George Stawnyczyj made a motion to request Carbon County to rescind prior Packerton Yards Land Development Plan with the entrance from Jamestown.  Seconded by John Wieczorek.  John Wieczorek amended the motion to include that we would delegate our Solicitor, Tom Nanovic with consultation of our engineer to request of Carbon County, Developer to withdraw prior Packerton Yards Land Development Plan with the entrance from Jamestown.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried

Herman and Sylvia Snyder Subdivision Land Development 

MOTION
George Stawnyczyj made a motion to grant conditional approval of the Herman and Sylvia Snyder Subdivision Plan with conditions of mylar, copy of stamp recorded deed.  Seconded by Frank Ruch.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried

Barry and Susan Ahner Reverse Subdivision 
Section 99-26(A)2-waiver is not needed provided the correct plan size. 

MOTION
George Stawnyczyj made a motion to grant waiver from Section 99-16B(1&2) property corners and grant waiver Section 99-11A(1) additional right of way if the unnamed alley is not maintained by the township.  Seconded by Travis Steigerwalt. John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried

MOTION

Travis Steigerwalt made a motion to grant Barry and Susan Ahner Reverse Subdivision conditional approval conditioned upon mylar and copy of recorded deed.  Seconded by Franklin Ruch. John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried

Jeffrey Strohl Subdivision.   
MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to grant conditional approval of the Jeffrey Strohl Subdivision with conditions of owner signature on the plan, mylar, Carbon Engineering Stormwater comments dated 2/12/10. John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried
CORRESPONDENCE:

John Wieczorek made a motion to approve and place on file correspondence dated March 8, 2010. Seconded Franklin Ruch.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried. 
***PSATS, DAVID M. SANKO, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

RE: 2010 PROPOSED BYLAWS CHANGES

***MICHAEL KAFKALAS JR. P.L.S. PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYOR

RE: BARRY AND SUSAN AHNER REVERSE SUBDIVISION REVIEW COMMENTS & WAIVER REQUESTS 

***MAHONING TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION, PATRICIA L. SNYDER, SECRETARY

RE:  ACTION TAKEN AT THE FEBRUARY 23, 2010 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

***PA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

RE: NOTIFICATION OF LIQUID FUELS MARCH 2010 IN THE AMOUNT OF $143,120.74

***LEROY LEIBENGUTH, ZONING OFFICER

RE: COPY OF LETTER SENT TO HERMAN ZELLER INFORMING DENIAL OF ZONING APPLICATION FOR PERMIT AND REASON

***COUNTY OF CARBON, MARK S. NALESNIK, CARBON COUNTY EMA COORDINATOR

RE: PUBLIC ASSISTANCE WORKSHOP FOR MUNICIPAL OFFICIALS MARCH 22, 2010

MOTION
George Stawnyczyj made a motion to cancel the March 22, 2010 Board of Supervisors Meeting and all supervisors and office personnel attend the Carbon County EMA PEMA Workshop.  Seconded by Travis Steigerwalt.  John Wieczorek, no; Travis Steigerwalt, no; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Linda Benner, no and Franklin Ruch, yes. 2-3 vote. Motion fails.
***TOWNSHIPS TODAY QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER

***CARBON COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT, CHRIS STORM, CONSERVATION DISTRICT TECHNICIAN

RE: BLOCKER TIMBER HARVEST PROJECT ADEQUACY REVIEW LOCATION OFF OF DOUGLAS STREET IN PACKERTON 

***NANOVIC LAW OFFICES, THOMAS NANOVIC

RE: COPY OF SAMPLE RESOLUTION FROM FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP REGARDING SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT FEES INCLUDING ESCROW ACCOUNTS TO PAY FOR PROFESSIONAL CONSULTANT FEES   

OFFICIALS:

Travis Steigerwalt
· Police Committee had a meeting and discussed new form, review of what he needs to adequately run the department upstairs as far as equipment and officers.  Amie will be attending Street Crimes Training.  Act 120 updates are not reimbursable in 2010.  Each officer must attend 12 hours annual mandatory service training.  Current cost $59.40.
· Commissioner O’Gurek stated on the news that the railroad crossing was approved.  I feel we are being set up to look like a bad guy. I wish they would work with us.
Linda Benner

· Police Committee Meeting was enlightening

George Stawnyczyj

· Sara Mertz was bit by a Pit Bull dog on her hand at Beaver Run.  Township police responded and called County K-9.  County K-9 turned the dog over to a caretaker. The pit bull has no collar; no tags; and the information I received from the family is nobody produced rabies vaccination records and the County K-9 never quarantined this dog.  K-9 did not follow procedure. I would like to know why. Requested by John Wieczorek of George to place in writing.
John Wieczorek

· No funding for SALDO’s per Judy Borger

· Attended the Carbon County Tax Collection by-laws Committee Meeting on February 24, 2010 and the by-laws committee completed its work and will submit their recommendations to the full committee on March 17, 2010. The recommendation is to allow each entity an equal vote.  

· Requested the board to review memo from the road department requesting permission to purchase Jersey barriers.

· Have not received a date from Audie Mertz to meet regarding KIS. 

Natalie Haggerty

· Safety Deposit Box

MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to close safety deposit box at PNC Bank.  Seconded by George Stawnyczyj.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried. 

· Requested of the supervisors to take a look at the website and get back with comments.
ADJOURNMENT:
MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 PM.  Seconded by Travis Steigerwalt. John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried.
Respectfully Submitted,

Natalie D. Haggerty
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